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INLAND NAVIGATIONS. 
Particularly thofe of the 
DUKE of BRIDGEWATER, 
I'N 
LANCASHIRE and CHESHIRE; 


And the intended one promoted by 


Earl GOWER and other Perfans of Distinction 
: IN 
STAFFORDSHIRE, CHESHIRE, and DERBYSHIRE: 
PART THE SECOND. 


Containing the different Eflays which have been lately 
wrote, fome to eftablifh, others to prevent, a Navigable 
Canal being made from Witton Bripce to Knuts- 
FORD,MaccLeEsFIELD, STocK port, and MANCHESTER, 


Iiluftrated with a whole Sheet GrocRaPuHIcaL Pian, Shew- 


ing, at one View, the Counties, Townships, and Villages | 


through which thefe Navigations are or will be carried. 
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vigation from ‘Witton to Knutsford, and by Mac- 
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Seafonable Confiderations on a Navigable Canal intend- 
ed to be cut from the River Trent to the River 
Merfey, 7 33 


Cafe in bebalf of the Bill for making a Navigable 
Cut or Canal from the Trent to the Merfey, 67 


Fatis and Reafons tending to fhew that the propofed 
Canal from the Trent to the Merfey ought not to 
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‘ fiderations on a Navigable Canal intended to be 
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SCHEME for am intended CANAL NAVI- 
GATION, from Macclesfield, 2 Mottram An- 
drew, from thence through Stockport, to Manchefter, 
and from the fame Point in Mottram, by the neareff 
Way (confiftent with the Levels) to Northwich. 


November 14, 1765. 
A Scheme fora CANAL NAVIGATION, 
from Macclesfield, to Mottram Andrew, and from 
thence through Stockport, to Mavchefer, and 
from the fame Point in Mottram, by the neareft 
Way (confiftent with the Levels) to N rthwich, 
having for fome Time patt been under Confide- 
ration, an Advertifement has been lately inferted 
in the Chefler and Manchefter Papers, and alfo in 
the London Evening Poft, for a Meeting to be had 
at the George, in Knutsford, on the 3d. Day of 
December next, when and where the Scheme will 
be produced, in order that the Gentlemen and 
other Land Owners, likely to be effected by fuch 
Undertaking, may know the Intention and hear 
the Merits of it. 


And as every thing relating to this Scheme is intend- 
ed to be carried on openly, the Defign of this 
Paper, is, in fome Meafure, to explain (previous 
to fuch Meeting) the Nature of the Undertaking, 
and to fhew the Advantages to the Public, and 
the little Probability of any individuals being 
Sufferers by it. 2 


T HE great utility of fuch a Navigation, will ap- 
pear from the favings in the charge of carriage, in. 
the following yee 


1. The 


ae ie 
I. The prefent carriage of Groceries of all forts, 
iron, Irifh hides, tallow, butter, &c. from Liverpool 
to Macclesfield, is twenty-four fhillings per ton, 
which (according to the calculation now made) will 
be reduced to eight fhillings certain, and probably 
to fix fhillings per ton, and in much the fame Pro- 
portion to Stockport, and the town of Leek, and 
the adjacent parts in Stafford/hire, York/hire, an 
Derbyfeire, will reap the fame benefit. 3 
{l. The carriage of deal balk and plank, for 
building) from Northwich to Macclesfield, at prefent 
cofts three-pence per foot, which (by the propofed. 
navigation) will be brought to the fame place for 
little more than one half-penny per foot; and the 
adjacent parts of Derby/bire and Staffordjhire, will 
of courfe, have it fo much cheaper in proportion ; 
and from hence it feems evident, that the timber 
on the eftates contiguous to the canal, and bought | 
for the Liverpool matket, will-fell“as much higher 
in proportion than at prefent. | . 
JI. Several parts through which the propofed 
canal will be carried, may very probably be fupphed 
with coals, much cheaper than at'prefent. | > 
. IV. The articles of flag, flate, and ftone,’ from 
— Stiperfon, Alderney and Keyrridgée (great quantities 
of which are now carried to Kuutsford, Northwich, 
and parts adjacent, aswell as. for Manchefter and 
Stockport, and.that, neighbourhaod).may be carried - 
for lefs than half the prefent price ; and walling 
fone may be laid down. at all convenient places, in 
the courfe of the canal, upon. very eafy terms, for 
making and. repairing the highways, or any other 
Murpoless ug | > 
VV, The owners and occupiers of lands will have 
the -conveniencg ef conveying, dung and marb in 
boats of their own, (without.-paying, tonnage). for 
improvement of ‘their lands adjacent to the canal... 
| ag Vi. The 


oe 


| OS ane 
VI. The caftiagé of falt and -cheefe into many 
parts of the neighbouring Counties of Yark, Derdy, 
and Stafford, and alfo of malt and corn, brought as 
back catriage from thence, will be much lower 
than at prefent, and coniequently the price of thole 
dohnthaeliles be reduced. 43 - 

VII. The towns of Manchefler, Knutsford, and 
Northwich, and parts adjacent, will be fupplied with 
" lime for manute, 4s weil as building, at about one 
fifth part lefs than the prefent charge, which mutt 
tend greatly to the improvement of lands. 

VII. And it is apprehended this fcheme,will be 
a particulat advantage to Manchefter and other tra- 
ding towns, as an application to parliament is in- 
tended for leave to make a navigable canal, begin- 
ning at Whieldon Ferry (from whence there is al- 
ready a frée navigation through feveral parts of 
Dertyfeire, Leiceflerfoire, Nottinghamfbire, York- 
Soire, and Lincolnfbire to Hull) and to extend by {e-' 
veral branches into Warwick/bire, Staffordjbire, and 
Chefbire ; in which cafe, by joining that navigation, 
the Mancbefter manufaétures, by means of the canal 
which this fcheme propofes, may be carried by 
water through the counties before-mentioned, to 
Hull, and from thence to London. 

FX. The Sheffield goods and earthen wares made 
at Crouch, and in that neighbourhood, and other 
manufactures of the counties of York, Lincols, Not- 
tingham, and Derby, ‘and alfo lead, flax, hemp, and 
many other commodities, may be conveyed by 
means of this canal, to the port of Liverpool, upon 
much eafier terms than at prefent. 

X. The .courfe of the intended canal ranging. 
through thofe parts of the county of Chefter,. (from 
whence the markets of Manchefter, Stockpar!, avd 
Macclesfield, are chiefly fupplied) the Jand owners 
or their tenants, within many miles of the canal, 

Ba will 


will be enabled to convey the produce of theit 
farms to thofe markets, by veffels propofed to be 
ftationed at convenient places, to go and return at 
 ftated hours, each market day, with their corn, 
cheefe, and other goods, and the owners of fuch 
poods may go and return in the fame veffels, the 
expence of which carriage will be much eafier than 
at prefent, it being apprehended the fame will not, 
exceed three-pence an horfe load, and fo in propor- 
tion for more or Jefs on any part of the canal. 


4 


It is well known, that Holland, by canal naviga- 
tions, has the advantage of every other nation in 
refpect of trade, and it is apprehended, that the in- 
land parts of this kingdom,.are capable of the like 
advantage ; and how great it mutt be, to this na- 
tion, will appear from one inftance in particular, 
(amongft many others which might be given) to 
wit, that the carriage of iron to and from Birming- 
bam, to the neareft fea-port, is at prefent twenty 
pounds to twenty-five pounds per cent. 

And with refpect to any damage which may 
happen to land owners by the propofed fcheme, it 
is apprehended they will be very inconfiderable. 

Becaufe the canal is intended to be only five yards 
in breadth, and to have fords for cattle and car- 
riages, at every convenient place, from thirty to 
thirty-fix inches deep, (and no more) and at each 
ford to have a plank bridge, for foot paflengers, 
placed upon a point, fo as a man with one hand 
may bring it to the fide, when a veffel muft pafs 
through, and when paffed, with the fame eafe, re- 
place it as a bridge. — 

By this means no fields will be fo divided, but that 
there may be a free paflage, both for foot people, — 
cattle and carriages, from one land to another. 

And 


cere 

And the narrownefs of the canal (which with the 
towing paths will be but about nine yards in breadth) 
reduces the quantity of land, to be purchafed for 
the purpofe, to one Chefbire acre and an half per 
mile, or thereabouts. 

But whatever unavoidable damages may happen, 
it is intended that proper provifions of recompence 
fhall be made to all perfons who may be affected 
by the undertaking. | 

It is propofed by this fcheme, that the tonnage 
fhall be limited fo as not to exceed 2s, 6d.—That 
(fubje&t to fuch tonnage) the navigation fhall be free 
to every perfon, and that all reafonable advantages 
in refpeét to wharfs, warehoufes, &c. fhall be re- 
ferved to the land owners. 

A fubfeription will be opened at Knutsford, on 
the day fixed by the advertifement before-men- 
tioned, when calculations of the Expence, likely 
to attend the undertaking, and alfo the profits which 
may arife from the tonnage, will be produced and 
any gentleman difpofed to encourage the under- 
taking, will be at liberty to fubfcribe any Sum not 
lefs than 500], 


N. B, fome gentlemen of fortune have propofed 
to apply to parliament, at their own expence, for 
an act to carry this fcheme into execution, and are 
willing to be large fub{cribers themfelves to the un- 
dertaking: and this invitation to a fubfcription, is 
not from any doubr, but that it will foon be filled 
up, feveral other perfons having already propofed 
to fub{eribe confiderable fums. 
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A STATE OF FACT S,, tending.te foew the 
Utility. of ibe tropofed CANAL NAVIGATION 
From WN ition near Northwich to Knutsford aud Mac- 
- clesheld, axd by Stockport to Manchefter. . 


' THErivers Weaver and Mer/ey (the latter of which 
falls into the we''erg feas) were by nature nayigable 
from Liverpool to Fi ed/ham bridge, in the county of 
Chefier.. OF ee gis Ye ‘vid. 21.71 
__ By an act of parliament that pafled (7th George 
T.) certain, truftees were impowered to make the 
Weaver navigable from Frodbam Bridge. to Wins- 
ford Bridge, in the fame County. , And by..the 
fame At, they were alfo impowered to extend fuch 
navigation, by making Witton, Brooke navigable, 
Tom its junction with the Weaver up to. Witton 
Bridge. _Thele, havigations have heen long fince 
perfected, and trade and commerce thereby extended, 
to the great benefit of the public. . | | 
ood he north:eafern parts of the county: of. Chef- 
ter lie remoteft from thofe or.any other navigations, 
although, ‘from the circumflances of ¢)eir ficuation 
and produce, the number and employment of their 
inbabicants, they want them mpft... 9: « “> 
_. the cana! navigation, now propofed, is defigned to 
bé carried from the navigable part of Witton, Brooke 
at Wilton oridge, near Northwich, to the. marker 
‘towns of Kzusscrd, Mucclespels, and by. Stackport to 
Main: efter, - vt | . 
. This navigation will, in common. with others, 
have all the general advantages of: navigation... 
And the peculiar utility of this plan will appear 
from the particulars following : } 
_ The greateft part of the cqunty, through which 
the canal is intended to pals, is very populous, and 
feveral valuable manufaétucres are carried on there, 


by 


i 
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- by which many thoufands of induftrious poor fub- 
fift.—It is apprehended this circumftance alone will 
greatly recommend a fcheme, which by cheapening 
carriage, tends direétly to reduce the price of pro- 
Vifions, and confequentially the price of labour. 

* Many articles of thefe manufa¢tures, and other. 
goods and merchandize from thofe parts, may, by 
this canal, be conveyed to the port of Liverpool, 
and to and from one market-town to another, and 
the interior parts of the country, for one half, and 
others for one third lefs than the price of the prefent 
carriage. 

There is a great land-carriage of falt, cheefe, 
oatmeal, and other commodities, from diftant parts 
to Macclesfield, Stockport and Mancheffer, which 
are chiefly confumed in York/bire and» Derby/hire, 
bordering on this part of the county of Cheffer; in 
return for which, wheat, malt, flour, and other 
commodities of thofe counties, are brought back 
for confumption in Lancafhire and Chefbire; there 
will be a faving in the carriage of thefe commodi- 
ties, by the propofed canal, from one+half to three- 
fourths. | | 

Upon the confines of Chefter, near to Buxton in 
the county of Derdy, there is an inexhauftible fund 
of limeftone, from whence the greareit part of 
Chefbire, the town of Manchefler, and the adjacent 
country, is fupplied by land carriage. | 

By. the propofed ‘canal, all the interior parts of 
the county of Cheffer, and many’ patts of Danca- 
Jbire, may be fupplied with lime for’ building and 
manure, at one-fifth part lefs than the prefent 

rice | 
: In the hills about Macclesfield, and other farts 
near the courfe of the canal propofed, are great 
quantities of flag, flate and ftone, which muy be 
conveyed to diitant parts, where great quantities 
; B 4 are 


eee) 
are ufed, for lefs than half the prefent prices ; and 
-ftones for fence walls, and repairs of the highways, 
laid down at all convenient places in the courfe of 
the canal, upon very eafy terms. | 
As this canal will pafs through that part of Che- 
foire, from Silesian ay markets of Manchefter, 
Stockport, Macclesfield. and Knutsford are fupplied, 
the produce of farms may be conveyed to thefe fe- 
veral towns, by veffels ftationed at the moft conve- 
nient places, and which may go and return at fixed 
hours, whereby the markets will be fupplied with 
_ more eafe and certainty, as well as cheapnefs. 

But, befides the advantages already enumerated, 
another {till remains to be mentioned. In that part 
of the county above referred to, and particularly at 
Macclesfield, (where many and large manufactures 
are carried on) there was formerly great plenty of 
coal (which probably was the main reafon of their 
being originally eftablifhed in that fituation) but 
the. coa] mines are now nearly exhaufted, infomuch, 
that the prefent price of coals there is one-third at 
leaft higher than it was ten years ago. And unlefs 
fome expedient is contrived to reduce the price, the 
_ manufacturers mutt, in a fhort fpace of time, either 
remove or be ruined ; the canal propofed, will pafs 
“near other coal mines, fome of which are already in 
working, and others may be opened, which will re- 
lieve the manufacturers from the prefent fcarcity, 
and prevent the decay and deftruction of trade, fo 
important to the public. 

As this fcheme is fo extenfively ufeful, fo it has 
been judged eafily practicable upon accurate furveys, 
- It has been generally and almoft univerfally approv- 
ed at three feveral county meetings, held in confe- 
quence of public advertifements for that purpofe, — 
It is not calculated upon any other principles, but to 
be carried on by an open public fubfcription, in 

which 


od 

which many perfons of diftinguifhed rank and for- 
tune in the county bear their part. The tonnage to 
be taken, is calculated at the moft moderate rates, 
and is propofed to be divided and paid only in pro- 
portion to certain diftances and ftages, from and to 
which the goods fhal] be conveyed : And it may be 
proper to be obferved, that upon the moft reafon- 
able computation of tonnage at the rates propofed, 
compared with the prefent charges of land-carriage, 
the favings to the public are eftimated at no lefs than 
70001. per Annum and by means of the propofed 
canal, may probably hereafter amount to double 
that fum; and that the greater part of the articles 
on which thefe favings are computed, come ufually 
from Macclesfield, a place, as was before obferved, 
the fartheft removed from any Navigation. 

The promoters of this fcheme can fupport the 
faéts alledged, by clear evidence, 

A defign fo plainly calculated to ferve both the . 
Janded and trading interefts, and which may co-ope- 
rate with and greatly affift other plans and defigns of 
the fame nature, but can obftruct none, will, it is 
humbly hoped, deferve the attention and favour of 
the legiflature. 


OBSERVATIONS on the intended Navigation 

from Witton-Bridge to Knutsford ; and from thence 

through Macclesfield and Stockport, ¢o she Town of 
Manchefter. 


THE general utility of inland navigations has been 
long experienced in foreign countries, and the pe- 
culiar advantages which attend them in a kingdom 
like ours, which derives its welfare and fecurity from 
the improvement of trade and commerce, has been — 
fo clearly demonftrated by fome late experiments, 

that 


Pe are | ; 

that the prejudices too ufually entertained againft all 
few attempts, feem to be entirely removed; as may 
be concluded from the many applications’ now be- 
fore parliament, for leave to make Navigable Ca- 
The praticability of making fuch canals in the” 
moft unfavourable fituations, and the preference they 
claim over river navigations, has been fufficiently 
proved by the cut which was begun,’ and is now 
carrying on, at the fole expence of the Duke of 
Bridgwater; whom the lesiflature have, ftom time 
te time, invefted with powers to make a navigable 
eanal from Worfley to Manchefter’; from thence by 
Siretford, Altrincham, Dunham, &c. to the river 
Merfey, at or near the Hempftones, under very par- 
ticular limitations : his Grace being retrained from 
felling coals at Manchefter, for more than four- 
pence per hundred, which were generally fold for 
fix-pence or more, ‘and to the poor in fmall quan- 
‘tities, at a much higher price, and were likely to be 
advanced ; and alfo from taking more than fix fhil- 
lings per ton (freight and tonnage included) for con- 
veying goods from Manchefter to Liverpool, which 
were then conveyed by water at twelve fhillings ; 
and, from the difficulties attending the old naviga- 
tion, were frequently conveyed by land carriage be- 
tween thofe towns, at the expence of forty fhillings 
per ton. Elis Grace has already made great progrefs. 
in this work, which he has continued: about fifteen 
miles in length, and prepofes carrying it on, without 
a fingle lock, to the place where it is intended to 
join the navigation between the Trent and the Mer- 
fey; being about twelve miles farther. i 
But in order to free the navigation from the ereat 
delays oceafioned by locks, he hasbeen obliged, at 
an immenfe expence, to convey it in fome places 
ever large rivers and low grounds; and in others; 
| heer “to 


[om J 
to make deep cuts, where the furface of the land 
has been above the level. 

It is obvious, that very great rifque muft have at- 
tended the progrefs of fuch an expenfive undertak- 
ing, which was to be carried into execution by 
means of expedients, which, being many of them 
untried, ‘their’ fuccefs was confequently uncertain. 
But they were fo fkilfully and happily conduéted, as 
to anfwer, and indeed to exceed, all the expectations 
entertained ‘in favour of the navigation ; which has 
proved of very’ extraordinary advantage to the town’ 
of Manchefter and the adjacent parts ; his Grace fup- 
plying that place with coals at three-pence halfpenn 
per hundred (being lefs than the price limited by the 
legiflature) and likewife furnifhing the poor with 
coals in the fmalleft quantities, at the fame reduced 
price, being about one third part of what they ufed 
tO pay. 

The uneéxpedcted fuccefs which attended the pro- 
grefs of this great work, occafioned an application 
to the Duke about two years fince, from Maccles- 
Jreld, defiring a branch to be extended thither from 
his canal ; but as his navigation was not then car- 
ried into Chefbire, and as he had ftill very confider- 
able difficuities to furmount, in taking it over the 
river Merfey, and the low grounds for a great extent — 
on each fide that river, the fuccefs of which was at 
that time hazardous, his Grace did not then think 
himfelf in a fituation to enter into farther engage- 
ments ; but profeffed a readinefs to promote fuch a 
defign, when his canal fhould be fo far advanced, 
which now. it is, as to admit of fuch a communi- 
cation. 

The town of Stockport was likewife defirous of 
having a branch extended thither ; and petitions to 
parliament were prepared, with a view to have heen 
prefented for that purpofe, the la(t feilions ; but the 

intended 
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intended application being accidentally prevented at 
that time, it has, at the earneft requeft of the town 
in general, been revived this feffions; and a Bill is 
now before parliament, to enable his Grace to make 
the fame, without the confideration of any additional 
tonnage. | 

But notwithftanding the many advantages which 
have been derived from the Duke’s navigation, and 
are {till farther to be expected from its extenfion, a 
new one has been projected, which is to terminate 
at both ends near the Duke’s, and to pafs through 
the towns of Macclesfield and Stockport, and in many 
parts near to the courfe of his Grace’s canal ; where- 
by, as will be fhewn, thofe towns in particular, and 
the public in general, would be deprived of many 
advantages which might be better attained by the 
extenfion of the Duke’s canal, than by means of the 
navigation which is newly projected. : 

A. bill, neverthelefs, is now depending in parlia- 
ment, for carrying this new fcheme into execution, 
and a paper has been handed about, called 4 State 
of Facts, the contents of which paper are evidently 

ounded on mifinformation, or mifapprehenfion. 

This intended navigation is fo far from being, as 
therein ftated, eafily practicable, and generally be- 
neficial; that the execution of it will be attended 
with extraordinary difficulties, and the ufe of it be 
interrupted by the moft prejudicial delays, as will 
evidently appear to every intelligent and impartial 
obferver, from the following comparative view of 
the refpective merits of the two navigations in 
queftion : 


The 
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The whole length of land to be cut, upon 

the plan from Northwich to Macclef- 

field, Stockport and Manchefter, is — 37 Miles. 
The whole length of land to be cut, from 

the Duke’s propofed canal between 

Sale Moor and Stockport, if a branch 

was to be taken, from a place near 

Cheadle to Macclesfield, is _=_—— 12 Miles. 


Difference 25 Miles. 


ae a nl 
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The lockage from Macclesfield to Northwich by 
Motram, and from Motram to Stockport : 


Feet. Inches. Feet, Inches 


From Macclesfield to Motram — 138 7 
.From Motram to Northwich — 235 9 


374 4 
From Motram to Stockport, at 25 feet 
above the furface of the water in the 
river . — 138 3 
From thence to Manchefter it is propof 
to be upon a dead level —--— 


Total lockage upon the Macclesfield plan 512 7 
The lockage from the Duke’s propofed 
canal, from a place near Cheadle to 

Macclesfield ——~ —— — 276 10 

—————— 

Difference 235 9 


From the preceding comparifon, it appears that 
by the cut intended from the Duke’s canal to Mac- 
clesfield, there will be a faving in the purchafing and 
cutting of land, and in making roads, towing paths, 
&c. of 25 miles; befides the confequential faving in 

bridges, 
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bridges, &c. and that there will likewifé be a faf: 
ther faving, in lockage only, of 235 feet and g 
inches; te dl a | iis 

By reafon of this great difference, the commu- 
nication from the Duke’s canal, may be made in 
lefs time, and at lefs expence; dnd, wheh made, 
the conveyance of goods between Manchéfter, Stock- 
port, Macclesfield, and Liverpool, will confequently 
be much more cheap, convenient, and expeditious, 
than by the propofed navigation from Witton- 
Bridgeuiia, 3.” ; 

In fhort,' every public advantage to be expeéted 
from) a navigation will be more certainly and eafily 
procured by branches from the Duke’s canal to 
Macclesfield and Stockport, than by the circuity of 
the plan newly projected: and with regard to that 
part of Chefhire, which lies eaft of Prefton on the Fill, 
Northwich, and Middlewich, it will in every refpect 
be well accommodated by the communication of the 
Duke’s canal, with the intended navigation between 
the Zrent and the Merfey, at Preffon Brook, as they 
will bé continued from thence to Worfley, Manche/- 
ter, Altrincham, and as far as Middlewjch, without 
a lock. ht “my ' 

Since.therefore no local or general advantage can. 
attend the propofed navigation from Witton Bridge, 
through Macclesfield and Stockport, to Manchefter, 
but what nay be attained in a fuperior degree, by 
means*of ‘branches extended to thofe places from the 
Duke’s canal ; it is humbly prefumed, that fuch a 
miftaken application will not engage the favour of 
the legiflature, ; oo 
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REMARKS upon the Obfervations on the intended 

Navigation from Witton-Bridge to the Towns. of 

Koutsford, - PaCS El Stockport, and Man- 
| chefter. 


UPON comparingthe Obfervations with the paper 
they were defigned to anfwer, it is obvious to re- 
mark, that the writer has not contefted fo much as 
one of the particular allegations in it; but has left 
the authors of the {cheme in pofieffion of all thofe 
facts that fo clearly prove the utility of their plan. 

Inftead of any remarks of this fort, the writer 
very eatly difcovers a partiality to his Grace the 
Duke of Bridgewater's canal, and a defire, not only 
to. extend the fame for the benefit of his collieries, 
bur alfo to prevent a commuunication.between the.na- 
vigation of the Weaver and the towns of Knutsford, 
Macclesfield, Stockport, and Manchefter ; and thefe 
are in truth the grounds of the whole oppofition to 
the canal propofed. ; rm 

He admits his Grace. was applied to two years 
ago, to extend his canal to Macclesfield, which he 
rejected 5, nor. is it probable his Grace would have 
beftowed,a thought upon, that {cheme, if he had not 
found himfelf interefted, upon this occafion, to ex- 
clude the owners of other collieries from the benefit 
of water-carriage, and to prevent a communication 
with the Weaver, in order to fecure to himfelf a more 
extenfive and lucrative monopoly. ) 

_, However, this-writer is very confident that all the 
advantages of .the navigation propofed, may be.at- 
tained..in. a fuperior degree by branches extended 
trom. the Duke’s canal; which communication may, 
according to him, be made. in Jefs time, and at lefs 
expence;-and, in order to prove this, he argues 
US, . . grey 
“The 
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s¢ The land to be cut upon the plan from 
Northwich to Macclesfield, Stockport, 
and Manchefter, is | —— 37 Miles, 
«¢ The ‘land to be cut from Cheadle to 
Macclesfield is aa ~——— 12 Miles. 


Difference 25 Miles,” 


But, fir, how has it happened that the land 
from Northwich to Macclesfield, Stockport and Man- 
chefter, is taken, in the former part of the compa- 
rifon, to make fo large a number as 37 miles ; and 
the land from the Hesp/tones to Cheadle, &c. omit- 
ted, in the Jatter part, in order to leave fo {mall a 
number as 12 miles? Or, how is the extent of be- 
nefit equal, when fo large a tract of country is left 
out of the account f 2 

Secondly, His Grace has no bill for this purpofe 
now depending: the writer forgets how much work 
of this fort his Grace has upon his hands already = 
that great part of the navigation to the Hemp/tones 
remains ftill to be completed : that the cut to Stock- 
port is not yet begun; and, when thefe are added 
to the 12 miles from Cheadle to Macclesfield, how 
much will it fall fhort of the 37 miles? Befides, as 
the object of the propofed navigation is a commu- 
nication with the Weaver at Northwich, the Length 
from the Duke’s canal to Northwich ought to have 
been brought into the comparifon, 

The argument, with refpect to lockage, may re- 
‘ceive the fame kind of anfwer: the writer ought to 
have brought into that comparifon the lockage down 
to the Hemp/tones, for the lockage from Macclesfield 
to the Tideway will be the fame, let the courfe of 
the canal vary as it may. : 

The circuity of the navigation propofed, which 
this writer condemns, is the very circumftance that 

gives 


rp y tA: J 
gives it the advantage over the cut he propofes : the 
neceflity of taking fuch a compals arifes from the 
fituation and produce of the lands through which 
the canal is to pafs: the prefent ftate of their trade 
and manufactures; their connection with other coun- 
tries, and thofe other circumftances, which it is need- 
lefS here. to repeat, as they are flated in the former 
paper, to which no anfwer has been attempted. 
‘ "A branch from the Duke’s canal, to.be made from 
Cheadle.to Macclesfield, will not anfwer the purpofes 
ropofed by the navigation from Witton-Bridge to 
Kanssford, Macclesfield, Stockport, and Manchefter , 
but the defign of making fuch branch appears plainly 
to be, to prevent a communication between the na- 
vigation of the Weaver and thofe towns, and be- 
tween one town. and another; and alfo, to prevent 
the owners of the collieries in Norbury, and that 
neighbourhood, from fupplying the Towns of Stock- 
port, Macclesfield and Knutsford, and the adjacent 
countries, with coals, in order that the Duke may 
{upply them with his own coals, and at his own 
price; the reftraint on him, as to the price of his 
coals, being confined to Manchefter. 
_ This navigation is not intended to prevent or ob- 
ftruét either.the Duke’s canal from Sale Moor to 
Stockport, which it is to crofs there, or that from 
the Trent to the Merfey, which it is to crof{s about a 
mile from Witton- Bridge , but inftead of giving any 
‘obftruation to either of them, the promoters of this 
navigation, who are owners of the greate{t part 
of the lands througli which it is to be made, are 
willing to crofs the other canals upon a level fo as to 
make a communication with each of them; or to 
carry this navigation either over or under the others, 
if the level of the ground, where the crofling fhall 
happen, will admit of it. 


Cc Ujon 
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Upon the whole, the following queries are pro- 
pofed to the confideration of the writer of the Ob- 
fervations; and alfo of the public. 

Firft, Whether it is reafonable that the Duke 
fhould be impowered to extend his canal wherever 
he thinks proper, through the lands of the gentle- 
men in C/efbire, in order to bring his coalstoa better 
market ; and that the Che/bire gentlemen, who have 
collieries there, fhould be denied the liberty of mak- 
ing a canal to accommodate their neighbours with 
their own coals, though, by reafon of the fhortnefs | 
of the carriage, they may afford to fell their coals 
at a cheaper rate than the Duke can afford to fell 
his ? | ss 

Secondly, Whether the fire-engine, which has been 
fet up at the colliery in Norbury, to accommodate 
the country with coals, is not attended with great 
expence, and muft not continue to be fo, let the 
fale be greater or lefs; and whether the Norbury 
coals are not now fold at Stockport, though brought’ 
thither by land carriage, as cheap as the Duke now 
fells his at Altrincham or Manchefter ; and whether 
the owners of the collieries in Norbury, and that 
neighbourhood, may not afford to reduce the price 
of coals at Stockport, when brought thither by the 
propofed canal; and whether they may not, by 
means of the canal, afford te fupply the country ad- 
jacent thereto, much cheaper than the Duke can? 

Thirdly, Whether the Duke’s reducing the price 
of coals at Manchefter from four-pence to three- 
pence nalfpenny per bundred, as mentioned in the 
Obfervations, was of choice, or through neceffity, 
by reafon of other coals being brought thither 
by land-carriage, and with which a great part of 
that town is now fupplied ? 

Fo.:withly, Whether the extending the navigation — 
from Witton- Bridge to Knutsford, Macclesfield, Stock- 


port, 
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port; and Manchefter, will not be mote for the good 

of the public, and fupply thofe towns, and the ad- 

jacent country, with all neceffaries for the fupport 

of their markets and manufactures; and alfo with 

coals, lime, flate, flag-ftone, &c. better than a branch 
from the Duke’s canal between Cheadle and Mac- 

clesfield ? 

Fifthly, Whether, in all cafes, it is not better for 
any town or country to have two fupplies than one, 
and particularly to encovrage that fupply that will 
come the cheapeft ? 

Sixtbly, Whether the propofed canal from Witton- 
Bridge ({ubje&t to a tonnage, payable in proportions, 
according to certain fixed ftages) is not more reafon- 
able than that of the Duke’s, on which the whole 
tonnage is payable if a veffel comes upon any part 
of it; and whether, for this reafon, the Duke is not 
now, and likely to continue, the fole carrier upon 
his canal; and whether, for the fame reafon, he 
will not be the fole carrier upon all branches from 
ite 

Seventhly, Whether, by extending brariches from 
the Duke’s canal, in the manner propofed in the 
Obfervations, it may not happen hereafter, that the 
agents of his Grace (abufing his confidence, and 
without his knowledge and privity) may not, by 
degrees, monopolize great part of the corn, flour, 
meal, and other neceffaries, for the fupply of the 
towns of Manchefter and Stockport, and difpofe of 
them, or fuffer them to be difpofed of, at his 
own warehoufes, without being brought into the 
markets; and make his Grace’s exclufive privilege 
of water-carriage the inftrument of the moft oppref- 
five exactions ? 

Eighthly, Whether it is not for the publick good 
‘to prevent monopolies, to promote and keep up 
publick markets, and to open as many communi- 

C 2 cations 
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cations for the fupply of market-towns, and manu: 


facturing countries, and to employ as many different 
Carriers as may be?- — 

| Ninihly, Whether, as the Duke has not been op- 
pofed in the bill for extending his canal to Stock- 
port, it is reafonable that he fhould oppofe the mak- 
ing of the propofed canal from Witton-Bridge to 
Knutsford; Macclesfield, Stockport, and Manchefter. 


CASE of the PETITIONERS againft the BILL 


for making A NAVIGABLECANAL from WIT- 
TON BRIDGE ¢0 feveral Places therein named. 


THE general advantages attending inland naviga- 
tions have been fully experienced, and are univer- 


fally allowed. Neverthelefs, as in particular fitua- _ 
tions, and under particular circumftances, they may 
be more prejudicial than ufeful, the legiflature will 


expect the moft fatisfactory evidence, that every 
propofal of this nature will have a tendency to be- 
- nefic the public, before they will inveft the under- 
takers with thofe powers over private property, 
which miuft neceffarily be granted, for carrying fuch 
propofal into execution. : 

Public utility therefore being the only confidera- 
tion which can induce the legiflature to countenance 
fuch undertakings, it is by this teft that the merits 
of the propofed navigation from Witton Bridge to 
the feveral places mentioned in the bill, muft be de- 
termined: And if it fhall appear, that the execution 
of the projected fcheme, fo far from being ufeful, 
will be injurious to the public; - that ic will be at- 
tended with no general benefit, adequate in any de- 
gree to the injury which will be done, by cutting 
through lands againft the confent of the owners, and 
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diverting of water from mills, in which not only 
the proprietors, but the public in general are inter- 
efted.- If it fhall appear likewife, that fo far as 
it may, at the expence of fuch injury and devafta- 
tion, be rendered of partial ufe; that every fuch 
purpofe may be better anfwered by means of other 
navigations already authorized. to be made, and the 
progrefs of which it will prevent or impede; then a 
proposal, fo highly injurious, willbe rejeted with- 
out hefitation. 

It is alledged in the preamble of the bill, that the 
extending the navigation of the port of Liverpool, to 
the trading towns of Knutsford, Macclesfield and 
Stockport ; and from thence to Manchefter andthe 
adjacent country, will tend to the benefit of trade 
and commerce, and be of great public utility. But 
in order to fhew on what miftaken or fallacious 
grounds thefe allegations are founded, it will be ma- 
terial to obferve, that with refpect to Knutsford, itis 
very improperly clafiled among the trading towns ; 
for the trade there carried on is too inconfiderable to 
afford exportation of any great profit or 'conveni- 
ence from the freight of goods between that town 
and Liverpool. 

As to Macclesfield, to which the courfe of the pro- 
pofed canal is in the next place.to be fhaped, it is 
admitted to be a place of confiderable trade: but 
this trade confifts chiefly in the manufacture of filk 
and of mohair buttons ;. and it cannot be even pre- 
tended that any part, either of the raw materials 
for thefe manufa¢ctures, or of the goods when ma+ 
nufactured, will be conveyed by means of the in- 
tended canal: For the weight is fo inconfiderable in 
proportion to the value, that they will be fent, as 
now, by land-carriage : and as to the conveyance of 
copper and copper ore, with fome’ other articles of 
commerce, it cannot be fuppofed that they will coun- 
v 3 tervail 
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tervail the expence of making a canal, which at 4. 
fair eftimation will amount to near 80,000/. efpecie 
ally as a communication might, if thought neceflary, 
be opened between thofe towns, by another more 
_ expeditious, cheap, and convenient paflage. 

The next town to which the courfe of the pro- 
pofed canal is to extend, is Stockport; and, with re- 
{pect to this town, it may be affirmed, that was the 
propofed navigation to be even free from tonnage, 
no goods would be conveyed upon it between that 
town and Liverpool; as the conveyance thereby 
would not only be feveral miles farther, than by the 
duke’s canal ; but the former would likewife have 
many more feet of lockage upon it, befide the in- 
convenience of being obliged to pafs thro’ the North- 
wich navigation, which is liable to various obftruc- 
tions from the neap or low tides, as well as from 
floods; not to infift an the delay and damage which 
mutt enfue from the neceffity of tranfhipping goods. 

From Stockport, the intended navigation is toter- 
minate at Manchefier : and the fame reafons which 
prove it ufelefs to the former, evince much ftronger 
the inutility of it to the latter ; for, on comparing the 
duke’s canal with the intended navigation, in refpect 
to the conveyance between Manchefter and Liver- 
pool; the diftance, the difference of lockage, and 
the obftructions of the Northwich navigation, all 
concur to eftablifh the preference in favour of the 
duke’s ; and to fhew the inexpedience of that pro- 
pofed by the bill in queftion : which, fhould it be 
carried into execution, to the full extent of the pow- 
ers therein given, might prove the means of depriv- 
ing the public of many advantages they now receive, 
and may farther expect, from the duke of Bridge- 
qater’s canal: for the undertakers of the new navi-- 
gation, being not only impowered, to take any 
brooks, ftreams, or watercourfes, within 500 yards 
: ee . ut 
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but alfo, with the confent of the commiffioners, 
within 1000 yards of the intended canal, and, 
_ with the confent of the land-owners, to make any 
locks, fluices, or other conveniencies, without re- 
ftri€tion or limitation, for carrying goods to or 
from the faid canal ; it may, without any unreafon- 
able jealoufy, be apprehended that they mean to 
withdraw the water which now fupplies the duke’s 
navigation, to the ruin of the works already con- 
ftruéted, and the prevention of any farther pro- 
refs. 

7 A power of this extent, muft alarm every one 
who is fenfible of the public benefits which have 
been derived from his grace’s canal, and may yet be 
expected from its extenfion : notto infift on the pri- 
vate injury which the duke will thereby fuftain, and 
which will not be compenfated by promoting any 
purpofe whatever of public utility. 

Neverthelefs, fome plaufible objections have been 
furmifed to depreciate the duke’s navigation, and 
beget a prepofieffion in favour of the new one. 

OBJECTION I. 

It is pretended that the acts under which the duke 
carries on his navigation,~“tre fo framed, that they 
fecure to him a monopoly: and that no one can 
carry goods upon his canal, without being liable to 
the whole tonnage of 25. 6d. per ton, although 
they do not go above 100 yards upon it. 

~ ANSWER. 

To this it may be anfwered, that when his grace 
obtained the aéts in queftion, there were but three 
navigations in that part of the kingdom ; in which 
the tonnage was in the fame manner to be taken for 
the whole diftance, or any part of it: and, in fact, 
35. 44. per ton is now taken on the Jrwe/ and 
Merfey ; whereas the duke is confined to 25. 64, 
though his canal is of greater extent, and upon a 

. | 4 / new 
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new and more expenfive plan of execution, and is, 
to all intents and’ purpofes; a free’ navigation ¢ the 
25. 6d. likewife includes tonnage and wharfage: 
And his grace, and all perfons' navigating upon his 
canal, are reftrained from taking more than 6s. per 
ton, (freight, tonnage, arid wharfage included) for 
conveying of Goods between Manchefter and Liver 
pool, which were then conveyed by water at 125, 
and from the difficulties attending the old naviga- 
tion, were frequently conveyed by land-c¢arriage be- 
tween thofe towns, at the expence of 405. per ton. 
Fis grace likewife was reftrained from taking more 
than 4d. per hundred for coals ‘at Manchefler and 
Salford, which were generally fold for 6d. or more ; 
and to the poor in {mall quantities at a much higher 
price, which was then alfo likely to be advanced: 
No fuch limitations or reftrictions appear. in any of 
the acts for the other navigations, nor in the bill for 
the canal from Witton-Bridge, now under confides 
TAO gig ice ch cob ee ats Mle eae 
. OBJECTION I. : 

It is urged likewife, that the more navigations 
are encouraged, the better it will be for the- public; 
who will be gainers by them if they fucceed; where- _ 
as, if they mifcarry, the undertakers will be the 
only lofers. Be PIM bey aye 2, Oia 
a nie ANSWER. | 

But it is obvious, that all fupplies fhould be 
adapted: to the extent of the demand there js for 
them ; and however: it may be pretended that the 
undertakers :of ill-advifed enterprizes will be the 
only lofers by their mifcarriage, yet it is evident 
that they cannot: fuffer alone. For if their plari 
fails in the execution, it will not only be attended 
with a great wafte of private property, but a confi 
derable quantity of lands muft long lie totally ufe- 
lefs,; and be loft to the common ftock. With re- 
Dh d's SIRE I eM RE Node Ha wean ‘pect 
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& to the cafe in queftion, however, the mifchief 
iL be more immediate ‘and certain, fince the new 
havigation cannot fucceed in any degree, without 
deftroying or injuring one more beneficial to the 
Publick ser are 
OBJECTION IIL. 

It has been infinuated likewife, that it would be 
unreafonable to reftrain the gentlemen of the coun- 
ty of Chefer, from making a navigation through 
their own eftates. . 
fe gear Ae, St ANS WER: 

To which it may be replied, that this is fo far 
from being founded on fact, that they have not been 
able to obtain confent from the proprietors of lands 
to the extent of many miles; befide, no one fhould 
be allowed to ufe even his own property to the in- 
jury of individuals, much lefs of the publick : and 
it is apparent," that if the intended navigation fhould 
be carried into execution, not only the property of 
feveral land-owners, who petition againft the bill, 
will be mutilated againft their confent, but manifeft’ 
injury will be done to the proprietors of feveral 
mills, by diverting their water, not only to their 
prejudice, but to the great detriment of the public, 
who are interefted therein, and for which no {uirable 
recompence can be made. | 

Under thefe circumftances therefore, when it is 
confidered, that the oftenfible plea of public utility, 
by which it is attempted to fupport this bill, and 
which is the only juft principle on which al] under- 
takings of this nature can be countenanced—when 
this plea is evidently groundlefs and fallacious; 
when itisfeen, that feveral inhabitants of thofe very 
towns, who it is pretended will receive benefit from 
the fcheme, as well as feveral land-owners and pro- 
prietors of mills, have petitioned again{t it, as be- 
ing likely to prove, not only ufelefs, but injurious 
i 3 :- | . to 
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to themfelves and to the public; when it appears 
likewife, that the execution of this plan would in- 
tercept the fupplies of water, which have been 
granted to his Grace, and brought to his canal at an 
immenfe expence, and thereby prevent the com- 
pletion of the navigation the Duke is authorized to 
make, and deprive the publick of the advantages 
- they would reap from the progrefs and perfeéting 
of fo ufeful an undertaking.—Ic is prefumed, that the 
Jegiflature will not give the fanction of their autho- 
rity to an attempt, which in fact is calculated to 
elude their own acts, by fruftrating and preventing 
the execution of powers, which they themfelves 
have granted, after the moft folemn deliberation ; 
efpecially as thofe powers, fo far as they have been 
executed, have proved of acknowledged publick 
benefit; and the plan fet in competition with it, 
does not bear even a probability of any fuch ten- 
dency, but on the contrary, will be attended with 
immediate and certain injury, both to individuals 
»and to the Publick. 


CONSIDERATIONS o th BILL 

now depending in Parliament, for making a N A- 

VIGABLE CANAL from Witton- 

Bridge fo Knutsford, Macclesfield, Stockport and 
| Manchefter. 


THE great object of this bill is, to obtain the 
benefit of water-carriage for the north-éaftern parts of 
Chefbire, which at prefent lie remote from any na- 
vigation whatever. The bill hath already paffed 
the Houfe of Commons, and feems to merit the ap- 

robation of the other branches of the legiflarure, — 
bon from the fituation and circumftances of thofe 


who promote, and thofe who oppofle it. 
| The 
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The promoters of this plan (exclufiye of a great 
body of traders and merchants) are a confiderable 
number of perfons of the higheft rank and property 
‘in the counties through which the canal will pafs. 
Can it be fuppofed thefe gentlemen do not under- 
ftand the exigencies and wants of the neighbour- 
hood in which they live? Or that they are not com- 
petent judges of the probity and {kill of thofe per- 
fons whom they have employed to make their fur- 
veys and eftimates? Or that they would rifque their 
fortunes (as they have done by fubfcriptions) upon 
the merits of this fcheme, if they were not con- 
vinced jt was both practicable and ufeful? This 
concurrence of circumftances deferves therefore to 
have great ftrefs laid upon it; becaufe it is the 
{trongeft teftimony of the beft witneffes. 

If the fentiments of the owners, through whofe 
lands the canal is to be cut, ought to have any 
weight (as furely they are of the greate(t) it may be 
obferved, that of 37 miles of land, the length of 
the cut propofed, the owners of 24 miles are ftrong-* 
ly for the bill; and the greater part of the others 
do not oppofe it; fo ftriking a difproportion is al- 
ways attended to, in cafes of this fort, where abfo- 
lute unanimity is never to be expected. 

On the other hand, thofe who have hitherto ap- 
peared to oppofe this Bill, are far inferior in num- 
ber and property; and their oppofition is plainly 
srounded on partial and local objections: ‘T'wo gen- 
tlemen will receive prejudice in their mills: This it is 
eranted would be an objection, if the ufual provi- 
fions of recompence had not been made in the Bill ; 
the reft are chiefly traders, who by their fituation, 
and the nature of their dealings, have at prefent an 
opportunity of ferving the publick with goods at an 
advanced price, one of the great mifchiefs which 
this canal is defigned to remedy. 4 | 

ut 
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But the true motives of this oppofition, will be 


_ found in the private intereft of his Grace the duke 


of Bridgwater ; on whofe behalf (though not in 
his name) feveral objections have been made, which 
will hereafter be particularly mentioned. For if the 
communication of the propofed canal with the river 


Weaver be prevented, and the collieries in Norbury 


and other parts in that neighbourhood excluded 
from the benefit of water-carriage, and there is no 
other navigation for the conveyance of corn, meal, 
and, other pravifions from Chefbire to. Manchefter 
market but the duke’s canal, the defign of his 
Grace’s friends will be anfwered, and the monopoly 
they have in view fecured. : 

In fupport of this oppofition the following ob- 
jections have been made. ™ ti8 

iO Bah dy GT TW, Oo Ne Leow 

The fcheme of this Bill is not practicable. 

Anfwer. Thofe who make the objection do not 
much rely upon it: If they did, they would not fay 
fo much of the inutility of the fcheme, and of. its 


_Anterfering with his Grace’s, navigation.. If it be — 


impracticable, nothing more need be faid about it. 


, QGELEG DLGNaki : 


_ The tonnage upon this canal will not be adequate 
to the expence of making it, 9°. | 


Anfwer, Calculations have been made of the ex- 
pence and probable tonnage by perfons well quali- 
fied to make thofe eftimates ; and the intended pro- 
prietors are fo fully convinced it will be adequate, 
that they have propofed a lefs tonnage by about one- 
third than the duke of Bridgwater upon his canal; 
and as no publick money is afkéd, but the whole 
charge is to be defrayed out of a private fund, it 
may be well fufpected, that fo much folicitude is 
exprefied, fuch yehemence of oppofition exerted, not 
‘ig | : to 
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to prevent the ruin of the undertaking, but the 
confequence of its fuccefs. 
OBJECTION III 

The number of locks on this canal muft neceffa- 
rily be fo great as to impede the navigation; befides 
the river Weaver with which this canal is to com- 
municate, is an uncertain navigation, the locks 
often out of repair, and veffels are often neaped at 
the place where the Weaver falls into the Mer/ey. 

Anfwer. The lockage from any given point to 
the tide-way will be the fame which way foever the 
courfe of a canal may be; for inftance, from Mac- 
clesfield by Cheadle and the Duke’s canal to thé 
tide-way, would have as many locks, as from 
Macclesfield by Northwich to the tide-way. As to 
the delay by locks, a vefiel may pafs a lock in about 
eight minutes. Itis calculated, that from Maccles- 
field to Northwich, near 20 miles (in which part 
the greateft number of locks will be) a veffel may 
be navigated in about 12 hours, The river Weaver 
is as free from neaps as the Mer fey at Runcorn Gap, 
the fand banks which chiefly occafion them lying 
below the junction of the Weaver with the Mer/ey, 
which is confiderably below Runcorn Gap. ‘Lhe 
locks on the Weaver may be altered at an expence 
too inconfiderable to need mentioning : and the at- 
tempt of his Grace’s agents to difcredit all river na- 
vigations (as they conftantly do) muft be thought 
by all impartial perfons wild and extravagant. 

OBJECTION IV. 

The utility of the fcheme propofed will not be 
adequate to the damage it will occafion, not only to 
private property, but to the public, by the deftruc- 
tion of feveral mills. 

Anfwer. As to any injury to private property, 
recompence is provided: There are not above two 
mills upon the courfe of the canal that will be ma- 

terially 
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terially injured ; and there are other rhills in the 
fame neighbourhood. Are thefe confiderations to 
be put in the balance with an annual faving of 7000/. 
and upwards to the public, between the difference 
of land and water-carriage ? 

The particular articles with which that part of 
the country may be ferved by this, and can be 
ferved by no other navigation, have been mentioned 
in other papers, and will, if neceffary, be proved 
hereafter : But the utility chat will arife to the public 
from water-carriage for coals, is too important to 
be paffed over without particular mention. 

"The town of Macclesfield, where fome thoufands 
of poor are employed, is in imminent danger of 
lofing its manufaétures for the want of that com- 
modity ; what coal mines they had near them, 
being fome intirely, others nearly exhaufted. The 
collieries at Norbury, Pointon and Worth, \ie near 
to the courfe of the canal propofed between Stock- 
port and Macclesfield. Norbury alone, it is com- 
puted, will furnifh at leaft 10,000 tons of coals 
every year, which may be fold at Macclesfield, and 
alfo at Knutsford and the parts adjacent, at 4d. for 
an hundred weight, for which, at the places laft 
mentioned, at prefent 7d. is paid. Is this no ad- 
vantage to the public? It was thought fo great an 
one in the Duke of Bridgwater’s cafe, that his 
Grace obtained his firft Act of Parliament upon no. 
other ground, than the benefit that would accrue 
to the town of Mancheffer, from the cheap fup- 
ply of coals from his Grace’s collieries at Worf- 
ley. 

OBJECTION VY. 

A cut from his Grace’s canal from Cheadle to 
Macclesfield, would ferve all the purpofes propofed 
by this {cheme. | 

Anfwers 
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Anfwer. Tt moft clearly would not. It ranges 
though a different part of the country. The whole 
extent from Macclesfield to Knutsford and North- 
wich is left unprovided. Can his Grace afford his 
coals at Macclesfield, as cheap as they could be fold 
there from Norbury and other collieries ? And if he 
could (which from the length of carriage is not to 
be prefumed) what provifion would there be for 
Knutsford, and the other places upon the courfe of 
the canal propofed ? Not to mention that his Grace 
is not obliged, by any thing that yet has pafled, to 
make this cut; nor could he make it for many 
years, amidft the multiplicity of thofe works which 
. he already has upon his hands. 

OBJECTION VI. 

The proprietors, if this bill paffes into a law, will 
be enabled, under the powers therein given, greatly 
to prejudice the Duke of Bridgwater’s navigation, 
by taking into the propofed canal the waters of fe- 
veral brooks or itreams which fall into his Grace’s 
canal. 

Anfwer, The only ftreams that it is prefumed 
are meant in this objection are three brooks, called 
Houghs-end Brook, Corn Brook, and the Medlock, 
all which it is admitted the propofed canal will crofs 
upon high arches, to be made over the fame; but 
the croffing of the Medlock, which is near the ter- 
mination of this canal at Manchefter, will be above 
a mile diftant from his Grace’s canal, and the 
croffing the other brooks will be at much greater 
diftances ; and at all the places where the croffings 
are to be, the level of the propofed canal will be 
fo much higher than the three feveral brooks, that 
the water cannot be taken out of the fame into the 
propofed canal, by any of the powers granted to 
the proprietors, by the bill; and of this his Grace’s 
agents and friends (who attended the bill through 

the 
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the committee of the Houfe of Commons) were fo 
well fatisfied, that, although they prefented a claufe ~ 
to reftrain the proprietors from taking any water: 
out of two other brooks, they took no notice of 
the three brooks above-mentioned. .. |.» 
As the termination of the propofed canal at Man- 
chefter is fixed to a certain place, the level of the 
canal muft be governed by the height of the ground 
there, and it is well known that the propofed canal 
between Stockport and Manchefter will be upon a 
dead level, and will be fupplied with water’ from: 
the Chefbire part of the canal, which maft be let 
into it every time a lock is opened, and cannot be re- 
turned into Chefire, but muft be difcharged to- 
wards Manchefter; fo that the propofed canal may 
afford a fupply to his Grace’s canal, but canno: take’ 
any water out of the ftreams which flow into it. 
It is not to be prefumed that his Grace’s agents — 
and friends (who attended the committee of the | 
Houfe of Commons, and to whom it muft have ap- 
peared, upon the face of the bill, that the propofed 
canal was to crofs thofe three brooks) at that time 
apprehended, that water could be taken out of the 
{ame into the propofed canal ; for if fo, they would 
no doubt have then made the objection, that pro- 
vifions might have been made in the bill to prevent 
the taking out fuch water; but if, from any infor- 
mation fince received, they are now doubtful of it, 
the proprietors are willing that the bill may be. 
amended, fo as to reftrain them from taking water 
out of any of thefe brooks, or any other brooks 
that fhall appear effentially neceffary for the fupply 
of his Grace’s canal. 7 
OBJECTION VI. " 
Tt is unreafonable, confidering the expence his’ 
Grace has been at; and the merit of his under- 
taking, that any other navigation fhould be made - 
| to 
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te « communicate with the places to which his canal 
extends, fo as to deprive him of any advantages 
which he may expect from his navigation. 

Anfwer. This reafoning direétly tends to juftify 
monopolies. and exclufive rights, whereas his Grace 
hath not even the merit of being an original in- 
ventor; for the Sankey navigation in the fame 
country, is a canal, and was made before his 
Grace’s canal was thought of: And further, this 
argument, if purfued into its confequences, would 
prove. that his Grace, by making his canal, has been 
@ greater enemy to one part of the country, than 
he has been a friend to the other. 

_ Public fervice, as it is the avowed motive and 
end, fo it ought to be the teft of all thefe under- 
takings, Wherever that is pointed out, the legif- 
lature will concur in carrying the fcheme. into exe- 
cution, But his Grace’s friends ought of all,men 
to be the laft in advancing arguments of this fort 5 
which he himfelf exploded in the cafe of the pro- 
prietors of the Jrwell navigation. The reafoning 
on which this oppofition is founded, is directly re- 
pugnant to the principles which his Grace four 
ears ago afferted, as well as to every principle | 
which hath hitherto been allowed to prevail in a 
nation of trade and liberty. 


Seafonable CONSIDER ATIONS o @ 
_NAVIGABLE CANAL intended to be cut 
from the River TRENT; at Wiiden-Ferry, in 
the’ County of DERBY, to the River ME R- 
Sty in the County of CHESTER. 


THE ope phase communication between the 
ports of Hull and eg and uniting the ee 2 
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and weftern feas, muft neceffarily produce the moft 
beneficial confequences; but this great and impor- 
tant {cheme [if practicable] may be effectuated, and 
all the ends of public utility anfwered, by making a 
canal from the river Trent, at Burton, to the river 
Weaver, near Northwich, in the county of Chefter. 

This pofition is foindubitably clear, that no one 
(who is not entrufted with the fecret councels, which 
direct this arduous enterprize) can fuggeft any- ju 
reafon, for entertaining even a wifh, to extend the 
propofed canal to Wilden Ferry (fixteen miles below 
Burton) at the one end, or to the river Mer/fey (four- 
teen miles below Northwich) at the other. 

In the courfe of thefe confiderations, which are 
defigned to convey an exaét and comprehenfive idea 
of the origin, progrefs and confequences of this 
vaft undertaking, conjectures will be rifqued as to 
’ the real views which were to be anfwered by this 
extraordinary extenfion; but which, it cannot be 
doubted, the wifdom and juftice of parliament will 
prevent. ' 

The refolution of applying ** for an Act to make 
«a navigable canal from Wilden Ferry, at the river 
©. Trent, to the river Merfey” was declared at a 
public meeting (the only one appointed for the pur- 
pofe) which was held at Vol/ley Bridge, in Stafford- 
foire, on the 30th of December, 1765. 

Whether every branch of this mighty project 
was difclofed, to the gentlemen who were then con- 
-vened; its real object, in its full and ¢rwe extent, 
underftocd.; or its minuter confiderations ‘entered 
into and difcuffed ; certain it is, that it was univer- 
fally conceived, that the wHowE fcheme was to be 
conducted by a company of proprietors, who were to 
be erected into a Jody politic and corporate. If other — 
ideas were fecretly entertained, the Public has been 
egregioufly mifled. 


In 
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Tn confequence of a petition of feveral centle- | 
men, land-owners, tradefmen, manufacturers and. 


others, of the counties of Lancafter, Chefter, Staf- 
ford, Warwick, Derby, Leicefter, Nottingham, Lin- 
coln and York, and the town and county of the 
town of King/ton upon Hull, prefented on the 15th 
day of Fanuary, 1766, leave was given on Friday 
the 7th of February, to bring in a Bill, “ for 
** making a navigable cut or canal from the river 
“ Trent, at or near Wilden Ferry in the county of 
© Derby, to or near Swarkjtone and Willington in the 
* faid county, Whichnor, Rudgley, Stone and Bur- 
¢¢ flem in the county of Stafford, and from thence, 
** to or near Lawton and Aftbury in the county of 
‘¢ Cheffer, and to the river Mer/ey;” which on the 
18th was read the firft time, and on the 24th a 
fecond time, and committed. 

Such has been the preliminary proceeding, and 
fuch the petition and the bill; whofe only apparent 
object is; ‘* the cutting of a canal from Wilden 
& Ferry to the river Merfey, under the direstion of a 
& company of proprietors.’ But coo could entertain 
a fufpicion, that this petition, thus flowing from a 
public refolution, could privately ufher in an exten- 
fion or diverfion of the Duke of Bridgwater’s canal, 
from Longford Bridze, in the townfhip of Stretford 
“inthe county of Lancafler, to the Hemp Stones in 
' the county of Cheffer ?” | 

At the meeting, (the only one which preceded 
the application to parliament) the patrons of this 
{cheme had neither ingenuity nor courage to difclofe 
its full and teal defignation ; repeatedly called upon, 
they refufed to declare, where this great canal was 
to terminate; its commencement at Wilden Ferry 
they did venture toown, the Public had been given 
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to underftand, that * “ it was to join with the rivet 
* Weaver in Chefbire,—-or the Duke of Bridwater’s - 
© navigation,—or the tide way in the river Merfey, 
«4s fhould be found mott expedient ;” but not a 
fufpicion was indulged, that the company of pro- 
_ prietors were to be united with his Grace the Duke 
of Bridgwater ;—nor is it fo much as known, where 
this favourite DIVERSION #5 to begin. 

It is not a pleafant thing to conjecture, by what : 
means his Grace (to whom nothing derogatory is 
intendéd) has been introduced into this Bill; nor 
upon what principle, this darling propofition can 
poffibly be retained; and it may not be improper 
to enquire, by what daring prefumption this ftrange 
authority. found’its way into the Bill. 

If fich was the ufe which was intended to have 
been made of a public application, it would have 
been manly to have declared it, this duplicity is in-— 
defenfible ; in matters of fuch univerfal and eflen- 
tial confequence to property, it is criminal; it is a 
dangerous, mean and cowardly indecifion, refulting 
from a well grounded apprehenfion, that the 
{cheme itfelf would have been publickly difap- 
proved, had this branch of it even fo much as tranf- 
pired. 

If the company of proprietors meant originally to 
ftop at Prefton-Brook, what encouragement, what 
countenance are they entitled to, who thus evince, 
that their undertaking is fecondary to adefign, which 
none of them have had the fortitude publicly to pa- 
tronize? It might not pérhaps be too bold to add, 
that by this fingle fep they have forfeited all claim 
to every affiftance from authority. 


eee page 55 of the rft part of this pamphlet, printed for 
T. Lowndes, in Fleet- fireet; price zs. 6d: 
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Might it not be afked, whether thefe gentlemen 
were fecretly jealous of fome powerful oppofition, 
which they wifhed to repel by this notable union 
with the Duke of Bridgewater ? 

If his Grace is defirous of diverting the courfe 
of his former canal, fo as to terminate at Ruucorn- 
Gap inftead of the Hempflones, why not cut imme- 
diately to Runcorn.Gap? Why fweep round to Pre/- 
ton-Brook ? Does public utility require his Grace to 
interfere with this canal in any fhape? Why are the 
company of proprietors prevented from carrying their 
canal (if it were neceflary) to Runcorn-Gap at once ?. 
And let his Grace, in a future day, meet it there, 
anc carry it over the Mer/ey to Liverpool, if he 
pleafes ; but let it be done in gn open and conftitu- 
tional manner, by a public petition to parliament, 
that every one whofe inheritance will be invaded by 
the propofed diverfion, may, in confequence of the 
juft, neceffary and ufual notoriety, have an oppor- 
tunity of defending his property, of which, by this 
mode of proceeding, he would be abfolutely pre- 
cluded. 

In this place, it muft be remarked, that xo petition 
was prefented, by his Grace the Duke of Bridge- 
water, within the time fixed for receiving petitions for 
private bills, which expired on the 15th of Fe- 
bruary. 

The intended diverfion, which cannot be effected 
without cutting through feveral miles of land which ~ 
is not within the {cope of the original petition, is, 
to all intents and purpofes, the fubject of 4 private 
bill;—and it is moft humbly fubmitted, that no pe- 
tition, for a private bill, which is not received within 
due time, can be proceeded upon, without violating 
the facred and indifpenfible law of parliament. 

This petition cannot, it is conceived, be defended 
as an auxiliary petition; the canal from the Trent 
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to the Mer/ey can certainly be completed without 
this connection with his Grace; whether the fchemes 
of his Grace can be accomplifhed without this junc- 
tion 1s a confideration foreign to this bill; in all 
events, even if it fhould promote the mutual intereft 
of both canals, let it be the bufinefs of another feffion; 
let the great and effential rules of parliament remain 
unfhaken ; a relaxation in this fingle inftance might 
produce a precedent fraught with the moft alarming 
dangers. bo cannot fuppofe a cafe, in which, in 
after times, a fimilar deviation might be ufhered in, 
with a pretext to the full as plaufible as the prefent, 
by which the rights of thoufands of innocent indivi- 
duals might be infringed, without notice, without 
oppofition, and without redrefs ? we 
Fiis Grace by his@petition [prefented the 12th of 
March,—which is 25 days after the expiration of the 
time for receiving petitions for private bills) ftates, — 

“* that Runcorn-Gap” [where the new canal is in- 
tended to terminate] *‘ at the river Merfey, 7s about 
*“two thoufand and five hundred yards from the . 
“© Fempftones, and that if bis own canal were to be 
“* diverted” [from going on four miles north-weit ta 
its original deftination at the Hempj/tones] ** fo as to 
** communicate with the propofed canal” [by an el- 
bow of four miles fouth-weft and one mile fouth] 
¢ at Prefton-Brook, and from thence to be carried on 
**¢o0 Runcorn-Gap,” [which will make his a new 
and different cut of nine miles] “‘ doth navigations 

$* will be more compleat and convenient to the public.” 
It is not eafy to fuggeft, why Runcorn Gap is 
{tated to be two thoufand and five hundred yards from 
the Hempfioves., is it meant to imprefs a belief, that 
the diverfion to Preffon-Brook is of no greater dif 
tance? Hints have been dropt, that his Grace, under 
his former acts, is authorized to make any diverfion 
within the compafs of two thoufand yards; is it in- 
am a ie tended 
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tended to be infinuated, that by the propofed diver- 
fion his Grace will only ftretch about five hundred 
yards more?—His Grace has no power under any 
of his former aéts, to divert the /:tera/ courfe of his 
laft canal two thoufand yards; furely the wife com- 
mentators upon thefe laws do not confider the power 
delegated under his Grace’s firft act ** to make any 
** cut, trench, or fluice to convey coals or goods to 
‘his firft canal, not exceeding ‘wo thoufand yards 
“in length, and /xteen yards in breadth” as an au- 
thority to alter the /atera/ courfe of any part of his 
laft canal ¢wo thoufand yards at his pleafure. 

It is a palpable miftake, to fay the belt of it; but 
Prefton-Brook is not within two thoufand five hundred 
yards of the Duke’s canal; nor can a diverfion of 
five miles, (for four of which the freeholders of the 
lands which are to be cut through, and are not with- 
in the reach of the original petition, could not have 
the regular information of a fcheme, which fo nearly 
affeéts them,) be poffibly covered by any of the au- 
thorities claimed by his Grace under his former acts, 
nor introduced by an auxiliary petition, nor can, in 
the nature of things, be adopted by parliament, but 
asthe fubject of a private bill. The treaty which 
the company of proprietors have fo happily con- 
cluded with his Grace, cannot, it is prefumed, ob- 
viate this difficulty. 

The manner of attempting this very dangerous 
innovation is fufficient to awaken jealoufy and excite 
caution. 

This deviation from the avowed plan of the bill, 
will, we hope, be confidered as an abfolute depar- 
ture from the petition. 

This bill (were the claufes which affect the Duke 
of Bridgewater even to be dropt) feems, with all due 
deference, to be extremely defective and indigefted, 
and it is fubmitted to the honour and candour of its 


patrons, whether they will purfue it any farther in 
: this 
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this feffion, efpecially as there is no neceffity of pre- 
Cipirating an undertaking, which neceffarily affects 
the properties of fo many gentlemen, whofe eftates, 
in fo valt a tract, are to be cur through and fepa- 
rated ; and reafon ‘and juftice demand, that it fhould 
receive, in every point of view, all poffible delibera~ 
tion; and perhaps in a fober and difpaffionate revi- 
fion, fome conciliating expedients may be hit upon, 
to reconcile even his “Grace’s propofition, without 
jealoufy and without offence to either fide. 

To this indulgence a confiderable number of gen- 
. tlemen, whofe properties are effentially concerned, 
are bold to confider themfelves entitled; and fake 
occafion to declare, (and will in due feafon teftify in 
a more folemn manner,)* ©* ‘hat no private intereft 
“* adiuates them to form a defign either injurious to the 
‘¢ adjacent countries, or detrimental to the noble Duke 
“ whofe uncommon Ipirit” they profefs to admire. 
They are fuperior to every petty and every perfonal 
confideration’; they {corn to propagate illiberal in- 
vectives, and defpife the low and paltry art of mif- 
leading the public judgment by t * calumny founded 
* upon n falfebood. ile 

The warmeft partifan of the bill will not venture 
to affert, thar this very extenfive and very compli- 
cated undertaking has, in the ufual manner of pro- 
ceedings of a like nature, been fo frequently difcuffed 
at public county- meetings, with the folemnity and 
deliberation equal to the many important confe- 
quences which muft refult from it; and it is upon 
this confideration (with many more of great weight) 
that it is fincerely ‘wifhed, that the whole matter 
could be deferred, fo as to be re- viewed and corrected 
with the moft decifive attention. 
* But if this with fhould not prevail, the cafe: of 
thofe, who conceived them(elves injured, will, it is 
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fet doubted, be duly weighed and confidered by, 4 
Houfé of Commons, who will not take any man’s 
freehold from him, without full and adequate com- 
penfation, nor without evident and irrefiftible proof 
of real and imminent neceffiry, fupported by the 
fundamental principle of public utility. 
~ Jf this bill muft in all events be mow carried 
through, it is prefumed, that a /eries of amendments 
which are indeed many in number, and dictated by 
the nature of the cafe, (though perhaps not expected 
by the friends of the bill) but founded in reafon and 
in juftice,—will be introduced under the aufpices of 
the honourable Houfe of Commons. 

So peculiar has been the fate of this wonderful 

roject, that, in the very firft print of the bill, its 
es avowed, original deftination is varied by a 
fpecies of management, neither very ufual, nor very 
_ commendable in public tranfaciions. 

By the firlt enacting claufe, [page 2 and 3.] the 
company of proprietors are ‘* empowered to cut a 
*¢ canal from Wilden Ferry at the river Trent to the 
“ river Merfey;” but the whole of this power is con- 
tinued to them no longer, than whilft they travel to 
page 40, where they are flripped of five miles of 
their canal; their plan is there circumfcribed, and 
their authority divided with the Duke of Bridgewa- 
ter, who is, it feems, to divert the original courfe 
of his canal, (which was to terminate at the Hemp- 
ftones,) in order to meet the new canal at Prejon- 
Brook, and from thence to carry it on to Ruacorn- 
Gap, at the Mer/ey. 

Will not this in effect be ¢wo private bills founded 
upon one petition? Does not the adoption of his 
Grace exceed the line of reference to the committee ? 
Does the original petition authorife any proceeding, 
abftracted from a power to the company of proprietors 
of cutting the whole canal? Does the bill i this point 
oe follow . 
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follow the prayer of the petition? Is a competent 
notoriety of the propofed innovation conveyed by 
the title of this bill ? Will not this interefting, fe- 
cret, and unexampled diverfion, if countenanced 
upon this occafion, eftablifh a precedent big with 
danger ° 

The canal, by this bill, propofed to be made from’ 
Wilden- Ferry to the Merfe ey, iS near roo miles in 
length. 

The weftern part of the Trent, from Wilden- Ferry 
to Burton (which is near 16 miles) is already navi- 
gable under an act of parliament of the roth and 
rith of King William III. 

The new canal is intended to run nearly parallel 
with this navigation, for fixteen miles together, ne- 
ver more than a mile diftance, but often lets. than 
half a mile. 

From Witton-Bridze near Northwich to the Mer- 
fey, which is about fifteen miles, there is an excel- 
lent navigable river which was made under an act of 
parliament of the 7th of King George the Firft. The 
propoied canal is to run nearly parallel with this river 
for fifteen miles together ; in fome part of it within 
the diftance of one riGndved yards. 

Public utility is the charm which is to conquer all - 
things; a communication between Aull and Liver-. 
pool, and uniting the eaftern and weftern feas is an 
enterprife which may have public utility for its ob- 
jet; but this communication cannet{ Mefirs. Agents 
and Engineers fay | be effected without beginning at 
Wilden-Ferry and terminating at Runcorn Gap; by 
cutting the great Trunk between Burton and Nortb- 
wich, (which would fave thefe projectors full forty 
thoufand pounds, and preferve from erosion two 
ancient, eftablifhed and effectual navigations,) their 
ideas of public utility will not be anfwered. The 
communication muft not be fe pie according to 

their 
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their fchemes, by the juft medium of the old navi- 
gations. 

~ Acapital of near forty thoufand pounds employed 
in thefe two navigations is an object beneath the at- 
tention of thefe gentlemen, who have not conde- 
fcended even to treat for a compenfation for the in- 
jury that may arife to the proprietors ; but we truft, 
that they will be taught, by the wife and juft deci- 
fion of parliament, that no man’s property fhall be 
unneceffarily depreciated, nor large eftates wantonly 
devatted, to try a project, whofe event is uncertain, 
depending upon fallacious and indefinite eftimates, 
and the contributions of numbers, who perhaps, 
when more enlightened, may abandon a fcheme, which 
they have been prevailed upon to affift, by plaufible 
but erroneous arguments of public utility, and a 
glaring deception of its vea/ dettination. 


It may not be amifs to remark, that the company ~ 


of proprietors {topping at Preffon-Brook, feem to 
have conceded, that a further limitation of their 
plan may prevail; it is therefore hoped, that they 
will be confined between Burton and Northwich ; let 
that be the extent of the canal; in a tract of feventy 
miles, they may find room to employ their money 
and to try an experiment; and it may be equally juft 
_ to extend a feafonable and friendly concern to high 


and illuftrious perfonages, by fetting limits to dan- 


gerous and expenfive undertakings, and delivering 
them from the baneful influence of interefted and 
daring projectors. . 

In fupport of this idea, wifdom and juftice feem 
to dictate, that thefe gentlemen fhould not be, on 
any confideration, permitted, at prefent, to meddle 
with any eftates beyond Northwich or Burton, efpe- 
cially as they own, that * ‘ the water which is chiefly 


* See firft part, page 58. 
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to fupport this canal is to be drawn by a grand 
cut to be made at Hare-Cajtle, twenty miles fouth 
of Northwich, which is the higheft part in the 
courfe of the canal, and where the water falls north 
and fouth, and where this canal is to be carried 
above a full mile under ground.” - 
Suppofe this branch of the project fhould mif- 
carry, (and many people, who, in point of judg- 
ment, capacity and experience, equal af Jea/t to the 
ableft of the managers, are not clear in their ideas of 
its practicability, ) what a dreadful fituation will the 
jand-owners be in, whofe eftates will have been {e- 
-parated, mangled, and perhaps fpoiled, beyond all 
poffibility of reparation ? 
' Are not thefe confiderations, which fhould influ- 
ence thofe who are invefted with authority, to keep a 
fevere and jealous eye upon fo dangerous and fo im- 
portant an undertaking, —whofe ‘fate thus entirely 
depends upon fpeculation. 
Ts not the prefervation of a tract of land for thirty 
miles, from infolent, cruel and unneceflary devafta- 
tion, an object worthy of the attention of parlia- 
ment? Is nota delegation of power to invade all 
property indifcriminately, for feventy miles together, 
enough to be entrufted with amy clafs of undertakers 
at once ? 
Are thefe poucemes jealous, that when they fhall 
have effected their canal from Burton to Northwich, 
the legiflature in after times will be lefs benign to 
them, ‘and unkind! 'y withhold from them an authority 
to extend it at both ends, when they will have clear 
and decifive proof of the praéicability of their 
fcheme, the xeceffity of the defired extenfion, and the 
real ee utility which will flow from it ? ‘Are they 
fearful, that thefe weighty confiderations will not re- - 
ceive their merited attention from a future parlia- 
ment? Or do they entertain fuch an overweaning af- 
fection for the public, that they dread, that whilft — 
they 
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they are cutting the great trunk, fome dire catas 
ftrophe will deftroy her happinefs, te Trent at the 
one end, and the Weaver at the other, become dry, 
and the zavigations u/fele/s, and confequently their 
darling communication between Hu// and Liverpool 
retarded, unlefs they can execute their whole plan at 
once? 

But let thefe gentlemen be afked, whether the 
communication between Hull and Liverpool will not 
be, to al] intents and purpofes, as effectual, and every 
confideration of public utility anfwered, if the pro- 
pofed canal were to be confined between Burton and 
Northwich ? Would -not * ‘‘ a great expence be 
“< faved, and” many ‘* needlefs damages avoided ?” 
Does public utility require any junction with the Duke 
of Bridgewater? Will not the communication be- 
tween Hull and Liverpool be accelerated, [if the 
{cheme be in its nature practicable, ] were the under- 
takers reftrained to the cutting of the canal between 
Northwich and Burton ? What neceffity can be urged 
for paffing a law, for cutting the whole canal, in 
this feffion ? : 

The owners and truftees of the Burton and Nortb- 
wich navigations, alarmed at the impending danger 
which threatens them, find themfelves under an in- 
difpenfible neceflity of laying their cafe before par- 
liament, under who/e faith they hold their properties, 
and whofe proteciion they are not con{cious of having 
in any inftance forfeited. Without patronage, with- 
out connections, and without even wifhing for any 
other fupport than what the equity and juftice of 
their cafe demand, they truft that their humble re- 
monftrances will procure them the attention and _re- 
lief of parliament, in whofe wifdom and juftice they 
have a dutiful and perfect reliance. Though their 
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enemies are mighty, it is hambly prefumed, that theif 
fchemes require only to be clearly usderftood, in or- 
der to be defeated. 

The owners of the old navigations conceive, that 
they ought to repel the invidious imputation of bear- 
ing unkind ideas to the great f{cheme of opening a 
communication between the ports of Hu// and Liver- 
pool. ‘They are bound in juftice to declare them: 
felves fincere and zealous friends to that public, ufe- 
ful and arduous undertaking ; but they are free to 
contend, that the plan now under confideration is 
unfairly and unneceffarily extended ; and they flatter 
_themfelves that they fhall neither incur cenfure, nor 

provoke refentment, by endeavouring to guard their 
properties from unjuft, capricious, and injurious 
violation. 

The views of thefe projectors may, in fome de- 
gree, be penetrated, and their arguments anticipat- 
ed, by the ad/e and curious publications, which 
have, in different foapes, appeared upon this occa< 
fion. Such as are worth notice will be remarked 
upon. 

It is infifted, ‘¢ that the canal navigation will be 
«« better than the river navigation between Wilden 
s*'and Burton,” but let it be obferved, that the navi- 
_ gation between Burton and Wilden is, in all réfpects, 

better than the navigation between Wilden and 
Gainfborough, which is near zinety miles ; and the 
argument holds much ftronger for extending the . 
canal even to Gainfborough, than for ftopping at 
Wilden Ferry: | 

~The reafon urged * « for falling ih at Wilden ra- 
ee ther than Burton” is ‘* to avoid the thallows; 
‘© which ereatly interrupt the navigation on that ris | 
<e'verie 
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The fhallows are fewer in proportion between 
Burton and Wilden than between Wilden and Gain/- 
borough ; and the boats which go from Burton are 
from thirty to forty tons burthen, and are to the 
full as large as any that are navigated from Wilden, 
Nottingham, or any other place below Burton. 

More goods are carried upon an average between 
Burton and Wilden than between Wilden and Gain/- 
borough; and where any lightening is neceffary, it 
generally happens at the fhallows below Wilden- 
Ferry. 

Boats have frequently run from Burion to Gainf- 
borough, and back to Burton, which is two hundred 
and twelve miles, in feven days; the voyage is per- 
formed in twelve days, upon an average, including 
two days for loading and delivering. 

In order to diffufe ungenerous prejudices, and to 
divert and miflead that fober enquiry, which is fo 
ferioufly defired, and is fo effential to this great fub- 
ject, infinuations have been dropt, that the naviga- 
tion between Burton and Wilden is a monopoly ;, but 
Jet it be remarked, that this is a confideration fo- 
reign to the merits of this bill ; and thofe, who are 
intended to be affected by the imputation, are far 
from wifhing to fhield their conduct from a parlia- 
mentary examination; and they engage to prove, 
that the bufinefs of this navigation is executed with 
care, fidelity, difpatch, and acknowledged propriety. 

Trade may be carried on betwen Burton and Wil- 
den with at Jeaft equal expedition, and confiderably 
cheaper, by the river, than it ever can be by the 
canal. 

* «¢ The reafons” [the projectors fay] ‘* for 
** preferring a canal to a river navigation are many 
** and important. The fhortnefs of the voyage on 


* See iff part, page 56. ‘ 
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_& the former, which is protracted on the latter .by- 
« the winding courfe of the ftream 5. the abfence o 
“ currests which in rivers impede the upward navi- 
«< oation, more than they affift the downward, and 
«© hourly undermine and wear away the banks; and 
“© the fecurity from mifchief and delay occafioned by 
** the floods.” eke tii rv aaa eae 
Why will the voyage be much fhorter by a canal 
than a river navigation? Does not the canal runt 
down the fame valley with the tiver? Muft not 
every great winding of the river be nearly the fame 
- jn the canal? Will not a voyage be made as foon orf 
the river as on the carial, boats being affifted by the 
{iream downwards, and upwards frequently by 
winds ? ee aS Te a oe Raga 
Mutt not the mifchief and delay be the fame, whe- 
ther the canal falls in at Wilden-Ferry ot Burton, as 
boats can always work from Burton down to Wilden- | 
Ferry, ready to go forward from thence, by the time 
the river is in condition for boats to work below 
Walden? Is not a canal fooner affected by fro? 
«© Aneafier draught’? [Mefirs. Projectors infift] 
«© will be madé for the horfes, as the boats will in a 
<< canal move nearer the towing-path; and the ad- 
< vantage in choofing high ground for the locks, 
<* whilft, in the othér cafe, the fituation of them 
«© mutt be regulated only by the accidental fhallows - 
& of the rivers; and in river navigations, the locks 
«¢ being frequently erected on low lands, the neigh- — 
‘¢ bouring meadows are thereby often fendered 
*¢ damp, aad fwampy.”- oe ae 
This grave and pitiful argument is berieath refu- 
tation. es Ve 
~~ « Tris alfo” [fay they] ‘* another circumftance - 
«© not unworthy of notice in favour of canals, when 
« compared with river navigations, that as the ¢on- 
‘© yeyance upon the former is more fpeedy, and 
: | ! without 
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«< without the interruptions and delays, to which 
«< the latter are very liable ; opportunities of pilfer- 
*¢ ing earthen wares, and other {mall goods, and 
‘© ftealing and adulterating wine and fpirituous li- 
** quors, are thereby in a great meafure prevented. 
«© The loffes, dilappointments, and difcredit of the 
** manufacturers arifing from this caufe are fo great, 
“© that they frequently chufe to fend their goods by 
*¢ Jand, at three times the expence of water-car- 
 yjage, and fometimes even refule to fupply their 
‘¢ orders at all, rather than run the rifque of for- 
‘¢ feiting their credit, and fubmitting to the deduc- 
‘¢ tions that are made on this account.” 

As we are not yet let into rhe fecret, why water- 
men, who work upon canals, are necefiarily honefter 
than thofe who are employed upof Trivers, this ar- 
ticle mult pafs unanfwered. 

The next advantages, which are recounted, are 
the fuperiority over land-carriage, [by an eftimate 
which indeed is widely exaggerated,] and the bene- 
ficial communication of the neighbouring counties ; 
but furely thefe gentlemen will not venture fo far to 
infult common fenfe, as to deny, that all thefe great, 
glorious and patriotic confequences would follow, if 
the canal fhould be confined between Burtou and 
Northwich, 

Is it contended, that the navigation between Bur- 
ton and Wilden is a bad one? Can it be improved, 
fhould the water be taken out of the Trent above 
Burton, and not returned till it comes below Wilden? 
Does not every brook and fpring, which are to be 
cut through, zow empty themfelves into the Trent? 
And if thefe are to be diverted into the new canal, 
mutt not the Burton navigation be extremely preju- 
diced by this irreparable lofs of water ? : 

Muft not the inconveniences of floods and re: fhip- 
ping be the fame at Wilden as at Barton ? . 

) E No 


ee Be) : 

No argument, ju/ly and fairly drawn from Con- 
fiderations of public necefiity, and public conve- 
nience, can be produced in favour of this extention. 

Will public utility be promoted, by permitting the 
company of propricicrs to demand a tonnage of two 
fhilings, between Burton and Wilden-Ferry, when 
ibe old undertakers are entilled only to three pence? 
The Liverpool river to Frodfoam-Bridge (being 
about feventeen miles) is naturally navigable , and 
the river Weaver, from Frodjiam- Bridge to Nortb- 
wich, (being about fifteen miles) and from North- 
wich to Winsford-Brizge, (about feven miles more) 
is already navigable by locks fet upon that river; fo 
that a navigation from Liverpool is already extended 
towards the Tvevt near thirty rine miles, 

This navigation will completely anfwer all public 
purpoies, as the tonnage will be very confiderably 
lower than upon the canal; heavy goods from Zi- 
verpool to Winsford-Bridge pay only ten pence per 
ton; others twelve pence; and the higheft only one 
fhilling and three pence; and in nine years more, 
it cannot exceed one fhillinge per ton. ‘9 

A communication between Hull and Liverpool 
may be more eafily and more beneficially opened, 
by a canal from W1sford-Bridge by Checkley Brook, 
near Wrine-Fill, which may be extended by Svaf- 
ford, below Shutborough, to the Trent; or by New- 
cafile; or by Burflem. ee 

The advantages, which the public would derive 
from a communication between Hull and Liverpool, 
were it effected by the canal, which has been hinted 
at, are many and obvious. Suffice it zew to ob- 
ferve, that the tonnage berween Winsford- Bridge and 
Checkley. Brook (which is twenty-one miles) will not 
exceed one fhilling, and between Winsford- Bridge 
and Hrodfham-Bridge (which is twenty-two miles) 
one fhilling more 5 iz all, two Jhillings; whereas the 

tonnage, 
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tonnage, for forty-three miles upon the new canal, 
may amount to five fhillings and four pence balfpenny. 
The whole freight and tonnage of heavy goods 
from Checkley Brook to Liverpool (which is near fixty 
miles) will fcarcely amount to fix fhillings per ton ! 

A canal from the Yrent to the port of Chefer 
might be made at a much lefs expence to the under- 
takers, and lefs prejudice to private property, than 
nv propoled canal from Wilden Ferry to Runcorn 

Tap. 

There are now. between eighty and ninety veffels, 
from forty to fifty tons burthen, employed upon the 
river between Liverpool, Northwich and Winsford ; 
and fome of the vefiels, after {topping and clearing 
out at the Cuftom Houfe in Liverpocl, proceeded 
to the Welch coafts, and to Lancaffer and Wdite- 
haven. | 

Veffels between Liverpool and Fred/bam Bridge - 
come and return with the tide, and fometimes make 
that paffage in three or four hours: are ufually 
about fix hours in paffing between the loweft lock 
near Frod/ham Bridge and Northwich, and about 
the fame time between Northwich and Winsford 
Bridge. They pafs through a lock in about five mi- 
nutes. Seventy thoufand tons of goods, upon an 
average, are carried yearly upon this river. 

The vefiels could carry a much greater quantity, 
and may be increafed, if the trade required it; but 
their navigation muit feverely fuffer indeed, if-the 
water of the river is taken from it, by diverting its 
{treams into the new canal; and no water can be 
collected from Harecaftie towards Runcorn Gap, but 
what mutt be diverted from the river Weaver. 

If the new undertakers will affert, that the Weaver 
navigation is lizble to objection on account of floods, 
it may be anfwered, that this inconvenience may 
effetually be removed by making two additional - 

E 2 locks; 
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locks ; and upon the whole, this navigation is more 
commodious to the Public than any canal can be; 
but this ufeful and advantageous convenience cannot 
' be long preferved to fociety, if the water is to be 
intercepted, and the tolls deftroyed, by this dange-. 
rous and ruinous project. Anatths 

It has been intimated, ‘* that the river Weaver 
“* at Hrod/ham Bridge fometimes wants water at neap 
“* tides ;” but this.is by no means peculiar to Frod- 
foam Bridge; the Merfey at a confiderable diftance 
below fometimes wants water ; and whenever vefiels 

can work to the Hemp Stones or Runcorn Gap, they 
may g0 to Frod/ham Bridge and Northwich. 

(‘This idea we apprehend is ftarted, merely to in- 
duce a belief of the xeceffiry and expediency of carry- 
ing the new canal from Runcorn Gap over the Mer- 
fey to Liverpool.| The fcheme of carrying the pro- 
poled canal over the Merfey at Runcorn Gap, if not 
impracticable, is, at leaft in. the higheft degree » 
’ dangerous. 

The navigation at Ruucorn Gap is a natural one ; 
but it muft be liable to the moft fatal interruptions, 
if an aqueduct fhould be attempted to be carried 
over it, | | 

‘The river is in that part five .bundred and fixty 

~ Yards wide; and at {pring tides, the water flows near 
eighteen perpendicular feet. The matts of veflels of | 
“ninety tons burthen are near feventy feet high ; there 
is now {carcely fea room, and vefiels are fometimes 
driven upon the fands. Now what mutt be the /twa- 
tion, if an aqueduct, fupported by piers and arches, 
fhould be made there? Will it not neceffarily ruin 
the navigation of the Merfeyfrom Liverpool to War- 
yington, Sankey and Manchefter 2? Wiil it not expofe 
vefiels of forty, fifty and fixty tons (which pafs 
there near eight thoufand times.a year) to the moft 
dreadful and inceffant dangers ? 
he OES Were 
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Wete it either practicable or convenient to make 
an aqueduct over Runcorn Gap, and continue a canal 
to Liverpool, the expence would neceffarily occafion 
fo high a tonnage, that goods would be always car- 
tied cheaper by the old navigations. 

To the objections againft this branch of the ex- 
tention, we beg leave to add an humble conjecture, 
that the proprietors of the canal, propofed to be 
cut from the Yrent, were they at liberty to pur- 
fue either their inclination or their interef, would 
moft chearfully have joined the Weaver at Nortb- 
wich, efpecially as permiffion has been offered 
to them to navigate by that river to the Mer/zy at 
Jix pence per ton. This junction would have relieved 
them of the moft expenfive and moft invidious part 
of the enterprize. Every rea] and fair advantage 
would have been fecured tothe Public ; and if thefe 
gentlemen cannot embrace this propofition, it mutt 
be imputed to difficulties foreign to their wifhes and 
the ¢rue end of their undertaking. 

Will not the Public be highly injured, if the navi- 
gation between Witton Bridge and the Merfey (by the 
canal) is liable to a tonnage of ONE SHILLING AND 
EIGHT PENCE, when all goods might be carried from 

_ the fame canal, by the river Weaver to the Merfey fer 
SIX PENCE per Ton ? 

The managers of this extraordinary Bill are fond 
of impreffing an opinion, ‘‘ that a zew communi- 
“* cation will be opened with the eaftern and nor- 
‘* thern counties, were the propofed canal to meet 
‘* the Duke of Bridgwater’s at Pre/ton Brook”? But 
are thefe gentlemen ignorant (or do they wifh that 
others fhould be fo) that a more effectual and ad- 
vantageous communication with Mancheffer,. and 
even Stockport and Macclesfield, and all the great 
trading towns in Chefbire, will be compleated by the 
new canal, which is intended to be made, bya Bill 
which has paffed the honourable Houfeof Commons, 

, E 3 o: for 
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‘¢ for cutting a canal directly from Witton Bridge to 
Knutsford, Macclesfield, Stockport and Manchefter ;*° 
and which it is: not doubted will foon pafs into a 
law, as it really ftands upon the laudable and im- 
moveable bafis of public utility ? | 
If thefe gentlemen fhould prefume:to controvert 
this point, or endeavour to eftablifh an argument in 
favour of ¢heir own navigation from Witton Bridge 
to Preffon Brook, and along his Grace’s canal to 
Manchefter, on account of there being no lock, 
it has been obferved, that a lock may be paffed in 
about five minutes ; and it is irrefiftibly evident, that 
boats may go i-om Witton Bridge to Manchefter, 
by this canal, with nearly the fame expedition, and 
at the fame expence in freightage, and with @ faving — 
of more than thirty per cent. in the article of tonnage. 
The fubfcribers to the new canal are entitled only 
to a.tonnage of ¢wo /fhillings and fix pence from Wit- 
ton Bridge to Manchefter ; and only two fhillings and 
three pence to Stockport ; whereas by the propofed 
canal from the Trent, a tonnage of one fhilling and 
three pence may be demanded from the interfection of 
the two canals about a mile above Witton Bridge to 
Prefton Brook, and the tonnage upon any part of his 
Grace the Duke of Bridgwater’s canal is full twe 
feillings and fix pence more. 7 | 
Thefe projectors fhould be reminded too, that by 
the canal which is to be cut directly from Witton 
Bridge to Manchefter, a new and very ufeful commu- 
cation’ will be opened with the north-eaft parts of 
the county of Cheer; that the greateft part of the » 
county, through which this canalis to be cut, is very: 
populous; where feveral valuable manufactures are 
carried on; that many articles of thefe manufactures 
may be more eafily conveyed to Liverpool, and from 
one market-town to another; that ic will facilitate 
the conveyance of all merchandize between the river 
| Weaver 
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Weaver and the towns of Kuutsford and Macclesfield, 
and from thence to the adjacent parts of Derby/hire 5 
—of falt from Norwich to Knutsford, Macclesfield, 
Stockport and Manchefter ;—of wheat, flour and 
oat-meal, and other produce, to Stockport and Man- 
chefier, for the fupply of thofe markets,and the ad- 
jacent towns and manufacturing countries ;—of 
coals from the collieries at Nordury and near Stock- 
port, to that town, and to Macclesfield and Kunuts- 
ford;—of lime from Macclesfield to Manchefter, 
Stockport, Knutsford and Northwich, and the adja- 
cent countries, for building, and the improvement 
of land ;—of.flate and flag from the quarries near 
Macclesield, and of ftone and other materials for 
the repair of bighweys;—and will be attended with 
many other conveniencies, which cannot arife from 
the canal from the Zrevt, or from the Duke of 
Bridgwater’s canal, even though a Branch was to be 
made from Cheadle to Macclesfield ;—in a word, 
that it will produce all the rea] and extenfive advan- 
tages of an inland navigation, without being liable 
to an imputation of oppreffion and injuftice, by cut- 
ting a canal, parallel for many miles with an old 
and ufeful navigation. 

This navigation will neither obftrucét the canal 
from the Zren! (which it crofles a mile from Witton 
Bridge) nor the Duke’s near Stockport; as the Bill: 
directs, ** that the canal from Witton Bridge be 
** made nineteen feet below the Trent canal, and twenty 
“© feet above his Grace’s, at the places where they 
“are tocrofs.” _ 

A cut from Cheadle to Macclesfield has been pro- 
pofed, with the evident view of preventing a com- 
munication between the navigation of the Weaver 
and the feveral towns which have been mentioned, 
and between thofe towns with each other; and the 
owners of collicries in and near Norbury, from fup- 
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plying thofe places with coals, to the prejudice of 
his Grace, who by his own aé is under no reftraint 
as to price, beyond Manchejter. 

Is it either juft or reafonable, that the Duke 
fhould extend his canal, at his pleafure, through the 
lands of gentlemen in Chefhire, in order to bring his 
coals to a better market ; and thefe very gentlemen 
be denied the liberty of making a canal to fupply 
their neighbours with their own coals, which they 
might afford to fell at a much cheaper rate? Are 
not the Norbury coals, though brought to Stockport 
by land carriage, fold as cheap as the Duke’s at 
Alirincham or Manchefier 2 Will not the owners of 
the collieries in or near Norbury, be able to reduce - 
the price of coals at Stockport, and the adjacent 
country, when brought by the propofed canal? 
Could they not fupply the adjacent country; much 
- cheaper than the Duke? 

Is the Duke’s boafted reduction of the price of 
coals at Manchefter from four pence to three pence 
half penny per hundred, the effect of choice or ne- 
céfity? Are not other coals, with which great part 
of that town is now fupplied, brought there by 
land carriage? 

Is not the Duke, by reafon of his high tonnage, 
likely to continue the fole carrier upon his orn ca-_ 
nal; and muft he not become the fale. zarrie. pon 
all branches from it? ©, Ciny gs dai 

May not his Grace’ “ents, if branches be thus 
multiplied from his c2...i (abyfing bis confidence) by 
degrees, manr polize che corn, flour, meal, and 
other nece: rick difpofe of them at his own ware- 
houfes, withouc bringing them to market, and 
make | is Grace’s exclufive privilege of water carri- 
age the inftrument of the moft outragious exactions ? 

Might not his Grace’s monopolizing the canal na- 
vigations of thefe countries, be ove day, the fource 
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of the moft extenfive and alarming inconveniences ? 

The peculiar and undeniable fuperiority of the 
canal that is propofed to be cut dire¢tly from Witton 
Bridge to Manchefter, is the eftablifhing a nec com- 
munication; and the Duke of Bridgwater’s canal 
(if it were to be diverted to the Mer/ey above, or to 
the Weaver below, Frodbam Bridge, inftead of ter- 
minating either at the Hemp Stones or Runcorn Gap) 
may eafily communicate with the canal, which is 
intended to be cut from the Trent, fhould the wif- 
dom of parliament fix its boundaries between Burton 
and Northwich; and refcue two eftablifhed navi- 
gations from ruin, and thirty miles of land from 
hoftile, unnecefiary and grievous incurfions, 

The Duke of Bridgwater’s panegyrifts loudly 
extol the generofity of his Grace in * extending his 
** canal from Sale Moor to Stockport, about feven 
‘* miles, without the confideration of any additional 
** tonnage ;” and for which he has obtained an aét 
of parliament in this feflion, without any oppofiticn. 
But furely thefe gentlemen ought not to have con- 
cealed, that by this very act his Grace is entitled to 
the fame tonnage, for thefe feven miles, as from 
Manchefter to the Hemp Stones; and they fhould 
have added, that the whole tonnage of two fhillings 
and fixpence is payable, if a veffel fo much as 
touches upon any part of his Grace’s canals. We 
are anxioufly defirous to do juftice to the perfonal 
- worth of his Grace, and have too high a fenfe of 
it to harbour even a fulpicion, that he woald deign 
to accept a compliment, which is founded in fal- 
lacy. | | 

The extenfion, which is now oppofed, we do 
not hefitate to repeat, neither is, nor can be fupport- 
ed by a fingle argument, fairly drawn from confide- 
rations of public juffice, public xecefity, or public 
convenience; but we could eafily ailign private 
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reafons in abundance; fome of which it behoves us 
to mention. : 

It cannot be doubted, that his Grace the Duke of 
Bridgwater, by not locking down at the Hemp jtones, 
according to the original t termination of his canal, 
will be relieved of an expence of many thoufand 
pounds; and it is equally certain, that his Grace, 
by keeping {fo high a level, cannot mean to incur 
this expence, by locking down at Runcorn Gap, 
where he now wifhes, that his own and the new 
canal fhould terminate; becaufe boats, which are 
navigated upon the canal could not live there; and | 
it muft evidently be his Graceé’s intention only to 
crane the goods down for the prefent; and in after 
times, to carry an aqueduct over Runcorn Gap, and 
to continue his canal to Liverpool ; a project, which 
we apprehend muft neceffarily involve the deftruction 
of all the navigations, which now communicate 
with this branch of the river Mer ‘fey. 

Are not wifdom and juftice called upon to pre- 
clude all flattering expectations of countenance to 
this mighty but dangerous enterprize, by prevent- 
ing the propofed canal from being carried at an 
enormous expence, to Runcorn Gap, with fuch an 
object avowedly in contem rplation : 2 

Add to this, by this union with the Tren¢ canal 
at Prefton Brook, his Grace will not only entirely 
command the carriage of falt and all other goods. 
which fhall be navigated from Middlewich to Man- 
chefter {if the fcheme of cutting a canal diredtly 
“from Witton Bridge to Knutsford, Macclesfield, 
‘¢ Stockport, and Manchefter” fhould, contrary to 
all expectation, mifcarry ;] but by this very Bill a 
new tonnage is given.to him upon all goods, which 
fhall be carried by the Zvent canal to the river Mer- 
fey, or down his own canal to Manchefter. In fine, 
if this unfortunate extention fhoul d take place, and 
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the other communication (y any unforefeen accident) 
be defeated, his grace muft neceflarily engrolfs all the 
canal carriage of thefe countries. 

Thefe are a few of the many private advantages 
which will refult from the extention; but we flatter 
ourfelves, that it is inconteftibly clear, that it has 
no foundation either in pudlic utility, or public juf- 
tice. 

Should it be afked, What have the proprictors 
and truftees to fear, if bufinefs can be cone better 
and cheaper by the old navigation than by the canal? 
They beg leave to anfwer, that the company of. 
proprietors may engrofs the freight upon the canal 
between Burton and Northwich, and confequently 
carry all the goods below the old navigations; the 
effects of which are too obvious to need explana- 
tion. 

We cannot difmifs thefe confiderations, without 
taking notice of the very fingular fallacies, which 
were made ufe of, in order to procure a public fanc- 
tion to this grand enterprize. 

At the public meeting, on the 3oth of December, 
the country gentlemen were allured with an expecta- 
tion of the propofed canal going nearly in a line 
from Hare Caftle to Agden. 

Great public advantages would have flowed from 
this deftination; which gentlemen imagined they 
were promoting. By this courfe, many thoufand 
pounds would have been faved; and none but the 
agents and engineers (whofe work would have been 
fooner compleated) have fuffered; and perhaps they 
themfelves would have found very andfome recom- 
pence by their coal, from the mines and eftates, 
which they have purchafed near Hare Ca/fle, in ex- 
pectation of this new canal being cut from the Trent 
to the Mer/ey. 
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Thus was public approbation fnapped by a moft 
intolerable piece of difingenuity ; and if thefe ex- 
| traordinary projectors are folicitous to efface the im- 
putation, and to ‘* affert their Right to general Con- 
<¢ fidence; let them be afked, Why in the very 
title of this bill, as zt now ftands, is the courfe of 
the canal carried ** to or near Lawton and Aftbury,” 
when it is not rea//y intended to reach within four 
miles at leaft of Affoury ? Is this expreflion retained, 
merely to continue the delufion, and, by a dexterous 
ambiguity, to lull the country gentlemen into a be- 
lief, that the canal will ftill be carried to Agden, ac- 
Cording to its original defignation ? : 

Were they afraid to name, either in their petition, 

or in the title of their bill, any town beyond 47du- 
ry, left the fallacy fhould have been detected ? 
- This branch of the fcheme would have emi- 
nently affifted the purpofes of public utility, though 
at the expence of private interefts, too confiderable 
and important to be eafily refifted; in the firft 
place, his Grace the Duke of Bridgewater could not 
have fecured to himfelf advantages, equal to his 
meeting the canal at Pre/ton-Brook, where all the lu- 
crative tonnage muft neceffarily center; befides, by 
carrying the canal over the Merfey near Agden, it 
would run through a coal country, and might give 
birth to a difagreeable competition with his grace’s 
coal trade. : 

It is matter of general amazement, that any fet of 
‘gentlemen fhould venture to apply to parliament to 
carry a project into execution, which muft unavoid- 
ably produce fuch terrible and extreme confequences 
to private property ;—-without having previoufly 
made an actual Survey ;—and without apprizing 
thofe, who are likely to be affected, otherwife than 
by a feries of imperfef, erroneous, fallacious and ix- 


confiftent plans, laid down by a fcale of only a quar- 
ter 
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ter of aninch to a mile.-—Ought not a plan to have 
been made upon a fcale of at leaft one inch to a 
mile ;—defcribing with minute and exact precifion 
the true courfe and windings of the rivers and of the 
canal,—the extent of each perfon’s property which 
is to be cut through,—the quality of the land; the 
diftances from the manfion houfes of gentlemen of 
fortune ;— with the levels elearly afcertained, and 
the expence of cutting this canal, and calculation of 
the quantity of goods to be carried from differ- 
ent places, eftimated; in order that the rate of 
tonnage might be equitably and juftly fixed ? 

Seeing what they fee, have not gentlemen every 
reafon to be jealous of the extraordinary powers 
which thefe projectors are likely to be invelted with? 
Who will be able, in the prefent indefinite ftate of 
things, to check or controul them, if they fhould 
prefume to deviate from what they ow find it con- 
venient to avow for a Day as the real courfe of their 
canal? Are or can they be reftrained from elbowing, 
at their pleafure, ‘* to meet any {pring, brook, 
** ftream, or watercourfe, within the diftance of five 
§* hundred,” or even five thoufand ** Yards ?” 

Are they not at full liberty to cut and vary the 
courfe of the canal, where they pleafe, provided it 
goes near ‘* Wilden Ferry, to or near Swark/tone and 
*¢ Willington,—Wbichnor, Rudgley, Stone and Bur/- 
‘“¢ Jem, and through or near Lawton, Aftbury, Mid- 
“© dlewich, and near Northwich, to the river Mer- 
sc Sey F aghe 

Might not this authority, thus uncircumf{cribed, 
be ufed asa rod to terrify a ftubborn freeholder, 
bravely engaged in defence of his property, into an 
acquiefcence under the moft dreadful and arbitrary 
impofitions ? We fhall not enlarge upon this point ; 
we fhall leave gentlemen to confider the confe- 


quences. 
1 Can | 


[ 62 ] 

Can human wifdom, under thefe circumftances 
form any eftimate, which is, can, or ought to be 
depended upon? Was not the fum of one bundred 
and one thoufand pounds named at the meeting at 
Wolfiey Bridge as the extent of the expence? has not 
a great, able and accurate engineer fince informed us, 
cc that the eltimate will amount to ove hundred and 
<¢ zhirty three thoufand and ELEVEN HUNDRED 
‘© pounds 2”? | 

The bill indeed permits thefe gentlemen to go as. 
far as one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds; but 
have they been acquainted, that their wife engineer 
has valued land at ten pounds pef acre, which is 
beyond all difpute worth FORTY GUINEAS e 

Let them paufe for a little upon the credit, which 
+. due to their eftimate, before they embark in this 
very difficult undertaking; they doubtlefs will find, 
and persaps by this time are fenfible that it is ther 
true intereft, to poftpone the whole fcheme till an- 
other feaion. | 

Surely thefe gentlemen are not fo vain as to flatter 
themfelves, that when their eftimates fhall have been 
found widely difproportionate to the real expences, 
and their thoufands will have been diffipated, in an 
inefectual attempt to cut through and procure fuf- 
ficient water from Hare Caftle, they fhall be able, 
by cutting their canal at both ends, to repair this fad 
misfortune, at the expence of the old navigations. 
If they indulge fuch chimerical expectations, we are 
bold to teftify our perfect confidence, that by this 
bill, all thefe unjuft and ridiculous hopes will be pre- 
cluded ; that thefe Gentlemen will not be entrufted, 
upon this occafion, with any authority to go below 
either Burton or Northwich. When they fhall have 
cut this great trunk; (and we fhall not tremble 
much, if our misfortune is not to vifit us till that 
day;) when they fhall have completely opened a 
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communication between A/y// and Liverpool, which 
this ju(t and neceffary limitation of their plan will 
undoubtedly haften ; then, loaded with merit and 
honour, let them apply to parliament, for leave to 
make the extenfion; when they would certainly 
meet with the reception, which will be due to 
them. ; 

If the proprietors of the new canal fhould not be 
tied down in this article, by the moft folemn reftric- 
tions ; the old navigations muft be expofed to cer- 
tain and irretrievable ruin; and the communication 
between the ports of Hull and Liverpool, by means 
of this canal, in all human probability left uncom- 
pleted. 

Thefe are confiderations which we comfort our- 
felves will meet with the peculiar and watchful at- 
tention of parliament; who will not fuffer the pro- 
perty of the meaneft individual to be unjuftly facri- 
ficed. 

It is upon thefe principles, that the owners and 
truftees of the Burton and Weaver navigations im- 
plore protection in this critical and decifive conjunc- 
ture—They have undertaken to demontftrate, that 
their properties may remain untouched and unviolated; 
and no fyftem of public utility be interrupted. 

Free from every impreflion of private malevo- 
lenge, they are anxioufly defirous of guarding 
thefe humble confiderations, againft every poftible 
conftruction of a perfonal attack upon his Grace the 
Duke of Bridgewater ; to whom they bear that juft 
veneration and refpect, which are due to an high 
and exalted character; ard they know, that his 
Grace is a€tuated by fentiments too noble and too 
generous, to fuffer his indignation to be enflamed 
by an oppofition which duty, intereft and neceflity 
have combined to dictate; or by a denial of his 
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Grace’s exclufive right to canal navigation, of which 
he is not-the original inventor. | | 
Far from harbouring any idea, in the remotett 

deoree, uniriendly to the many great, illuftrious, 
and truly laudable enterprizes of that nobleman, 
we only with to confine them within ju and proper 
limits ; and we prefume to hope, that the /plendor 
of his projets will not intercept a ju/ attention to 
the confequences of them. But if engineers have en-- 
couraged a profufion of expence in former fchemes, _ 
which have not anfwered, furely they ought not to 
retrieve their mifcarriage, (however effential to a 
continuance of favour and confidence,) with the vi- 
tals of innocent individuals. | 

_ The owners and truftees of the old navigations 
beg leave,. in all events, to fubmit, ‘* that the ton- 
<‘ nage, collected by the company of proprietors, 
<< ought to be equal, through the whole canal, for 
«© every fpecies of goods; with fome particular ex- 
* ceptions.” : , 

The bill provides for fixing an equal tonnage, 
through the whole canal, at the firft meeting of the 
proprietors ; and authorizes them to fall and raife 
them as occafion fhould offer; with the concurrence 
of commiffioners. 

If thefe gentlemen fhould fucceed in fixing differ- 
ent tolls on different {pecies of goods, a dreadful 
extent of mifchief mutt follow ; becaufe by impof- 
ing a very Jow tonnage for all the /taple articles of 
the old navigations,’ they muft neceffarily be ftrip- 
ped of all their trade; and when thefe are irrepar- 
ably deftroyed, and every poffibility of their conteft 
ceafes, a friendly meeting of commiffioners may 
raife andeven perpetuate the tonnage, at the higheft 
price which the act of parliament authorifes, ! 

The old navigators implore, that this capital re- 
gulation may be made under the aufpices of parlia< 
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ment, and that this very extenfive propofition will 
not be entrufted with interefted proprietors, con- 
trouled only by commiffionets, who may be Ladle at 
leaft to the affaults of extraneous and dangerous /oli- 
citations. 

If the proprietors fhall be pleafed to affert, that 
it is not now pratticable to afcertain the tolls which 
are to be collected, and that an equal tonnage can- 
not with juftice be extended to all articles indifcri- 
minately ; permit us to anfwer; fix your equality, 
with as many exceptions as ought to be enumerated; 
but if you are not prepared to afcertain the tonnage; 
poftpone ; come again in another feffion; but you 
will not prefume to put the expence of foliciting this 
bill in competition with the whole property of the 
two eftablifhed navigations ; and we ardently truft, 
that our Axx will not depend upon the decifion of 
any other judicature than a Briti/o parliament. 

The company of proprietors ought not to be 
formed into a company of navigators beyond a cer- 
tain number. Intuition fhews the neceffity and uti- 
lity of this provifion. Proprietors of tolls, (by con- 
folidating tonnage and freightage in one charge) 
might take an inferior tonnage upon goods navigated 
by themfelves ; and full tonnage upon all others ; 
and would confequently monopolize the freightage 
of the whole canal; for who could carry goods up- 
on equal terms with thofé who can make a confider- 
able deduétion in the lock dues? 

The public muft conceive very advantageous ex- 
pectations of the utility of an inland navigation be- 
tween Alull] and Liverpool, when they are informed, 
that the freight of goods will neceffarily amount to 
forty fhillings per ton. 

UPON THE WHOLE, it is hoped, that the 
confideration of this very important bill will be poft- 
poned : 

, F Becaufe 
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_ Becaufe the very practicability of the fcheme is 
Combet halen Sere tk i dah 
_ Becaufe the whole of the undertaking’ has been 
_ neither confidered, nor difclofed at any publi¢ coun- 
ty meeting. 

Because. the country has been deceived, as to the 
real courfe of the canal; and it cannot be known, 


with precifion, whofe lands will be cut through. 


Becaufe the diverfion propofed in favour of the 
duke of Bridgewater is irregular, unparliamentary, 
foreign to the nature and title of the bill, and may 
_ eftablifh a precedent dangerous to property. 

Becaufe extending the canal either beyond Burton 
or Northwich is not founded in neceffity, nor fup- 
ported by confiderations of public utility. 

Becaufe this extenfion is unjuft, and will involve 
two effectual navigations, eftablifhed under the faith 
of parliament, in certain and irreparable ruin. 

Becaufe this extention could only be defired for 
privaie views, or to make a more lucrative job for 
engineers. | 7 | 

Because an effectual communication between Zui] 
and Liverpsol may be completed, without this ex- 
tenfion. | 

Becaufe the confining of the canal between Burtoz 
and Northwich will net only confiderably accelerate 
the communication between Hull and Liverpool, but 
will prevent an enormous expence, and preferve the 
old navigations from injury, and thirty miles of 
land from unneceffary mutilation, — | 

Becaufe if the canal ftops at Northwich, a new, 
cheap and expeditious communication with Manchef- 
ter will be opened, bya canal which is to be cut di- 
rectly from Witton Bridge. | 

Becaufe the Duke of Bridgewater might divert 
the termination of his own canal to the Mer fey 
above, or to Weaver below, Frodham bridge, and 
| | open 
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open another communication with the new canal and 
Manchefter. Te 

Becaufe no actual furvey has been made, nor cor- 
rect plan taken, nor any fair eftimate formed; nor 
can the undertakers themfelves be aware of the ex- 
pence which they may be. liable to, 

Becaufe the courfe and termination of the canal be- 
ing neither clearly known nor properly fixed, a power 
of varying five hundred yards may be attended with 
fatal confequences to individuals. 

Becaufe it would be dangerous to precipitate in 
this feffion, a bill of this magnitude, which has re- 
ccived no previous, local deliberations. 

Becaule an eager. folicitu:le for carrying this great 
and complicated bill, in all events in this fefion, muft 
flow from a jealoufy, that the fcbeme would be gene- 
rally difapproved, and the fubfcribers revolt, if a pub- 
lic opportunity were given of examining and difcuffing 
the full and real tendency of it, with an attention and 
Severity equal to its importance. 


CASE .in Bebalf of the BILL for making a Navt- 
gable CUT or CANAL from the Trent io the 
Merfey. 


IT is very unfortunate for the common intereft 
of the public, that plans the moft maturely digefted, 
and framed on the moft liberal and beneficial prin- 
ciples, are liable to be mifreprefented by the at- 
tempts which private intereft or perfonal jealouly 
~ raife in oppofition to their progrefs. 

The. influence of fuch partial and invidious mo- 
tives was never more apparent than in the endeavours 
which have been made to create undue prejudices 
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againft the propofed canal from the Trent to the 
Merfey. A noble defign, of which the benefit is not 
confined to a few towns, or even counties ; but 
which is calculated to improve the commerce and 
agriculture of the nation in general, as by diminifh- 
ing the price of carriage, it will not only contribute 
to the better cultivation of our lands, but to render 
the neceffaries of life more cheap, and to reduce the. 
price of our manufactures, whereby in the end we 
fhall acquire a permanent fuperiotity over our foreign 
competitors. | 

But the more readily to attain thefe great objects, 
it is neceflary that the trunk of the propofed canal 
fhould terminate at fuch points as will be moft im- 
mediately advantageous to commerce, and will moft 
eafily admit of a farther extenfion. 

With thefe views, the undertakers of the intended » 
“navigation have propofed that it fhould terminate at 
one end in a free part of the river Trent, and at the 
other end in a partof the Mer/fey, which is not liable 
to the interruption of zeap or low tides; by which 
means alfo, an eafy communication may be opened 
with the great manufacturing town of Manchefter 
and its neighbourhood ; and from whence the canal 
may be extended over the river into Lancafbire, to 
the general benefit of the interior parts of that county, 
as well as of the port of Liverpool, and of all the 
towns and places through the whole extent of the 
navigation. 

But though the advantages which will attend thefe 
terminations, are fo obvious, yet fome, influenced 
by partial regards, either overlook them, or, feeing 
them, would wilfully reprefent them to others in a 
falfe point of view, fo as ¢0 beget an opinion that 
the intended canal would better terminate at North- 
wich and Burton. 

Vhe inexpedience however of fuch terminations, 
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and the public injury which would refiilt from them, 
will be apparent to every unprejudiced mind, atten- 
tive to the following facts and obfervations. 

It will be neceflary to premife that by the bill in 
queftion, the intended navigation is propofed to 
unite with the canal in part made, and authorized 
to be farther continued, by the Duke of Bridgewa- 
ter, at a place near Prefton-Brock, whereby goods 
will in twelve hours be conftantly and certainly con- 
veyed from the part of the navigation oppofite Mid- 
dlewich to Manchefter, without the interruption of a 
fingle lock, or any neceffity of tranfhipping : and 
they will likewife be conveyed under the fame ad- 
vantages, from the part of the canal oppofite to 
Northwich, in ten hours. 

But fhould the canal, on the other hand, be made 
to terminate in the river Weaver at Northwich, 
there mutt be not lefs than forty-nine feet of locking 
between that place and Middlewich, which, com- 
puting /even feet to a lock, will require feven locks. 
Between Northwich and the Merfey likewife, there 
are five Jocks more, fo that all rhe goods carried by 
this conveyance to Manchefter and the neighbouring 
places muft defcend not lefs than feventy-jive feet to 
get into the Merjey, and muft then be mounted up 
an equal afcent, to come into the Duke’s canal. Not 
to mention, that all goods muft be tranfhipped, and 
that the vefiels muft be liable to infinite delays upon 
the river navigation by floods and locks, as well as 
by waiting for tides, and by meeting with contrary 
winds and ftormy weather, which they will be en- 
tirely free from upon the canal. 

The difference likewife in point of diftance be- 
tween the two modes of conveyance is fourteen miles 
in favour of that propofed by the bill: and with re- 
fpeét to the price of carriage, it fcarce exceeds half 
~ the rate to which the other will amount. To this 
3 my 
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may be added, that if the canal fhould terminate at 
Northwich, the communication between the interior 
parts of the kingdom ahd the port of Liverpool, 
would‘not, in any degree, be fo compleat, as if it 
“was to terminate at Rauzicorn, as the conveyance 
‘from thencé would be more certain, and at thé fame 
time more cheap and daireeenge than ‘from North- 
wich. : 

As it is evident, from the above: (tate oF as, 
that it would be highly injurious to the public inte- 
-yeft, if the intended canal fhould terminate at North- 
wich; fo it will, in like manner, be apparent, that 
it would be equally detrimental, if the other end 
was to terminate at Burton 

With reipect to this part ‘of the date it is neceffary 
to obferve, ‘that the’ river Trent is navigable by na- 
ture from Gainflorough to Wilden ; and ‘by an act of 
the roth and rith William the Third; the Lord Pa- 
get and his heirs were impowered to make it navi- 
gable from Wilden to Burton. This navigation is 
yet far from being compleated :. and as by. a claufe 
in the act, all perions are reftrained from building 
wharfs or eareholtes on the fides of the river, with- 
out the confent of the noble undertaker and the com- 
miffioners ; this circumftance, together with the ma- 
‘nagement of the leffees, has, as will be proved, ‘ren- 
‘deted this navization’ a compleat monopoly. Befide, 
if the canal thould terminate at Bur fon, as the mills 
and the forge below the town are in the poffeffion of 
the leffees 6 that ‘navigation, it would be in their 
power, by drawing off “the water, to lay the boats 
azround between the warehoufes and the mills, and 
thereby diftrefs ‘the veffels, and interrupt the com- 
“merce upon that part of the river. 
| Add to this, that there are many fhallows between 
Burton avd Wilden, which in dry feafons are not na- 
vigable, but 4 means of flafhes of water let off 
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from the mulls, and by withholding this water, the 
leffees may, as they frequently have, impede the na- 
vigation below Burton Lock, and render it totally 
dependent upon their pleafure. So that if the canal 
was to terminate at Burton, all the goods going up- 
wards mutt be liable to thefe inconveniencies, or be 
fent by land-carriage for /en or fifteen miles, when 
they might, for the fame expence, be conveyed half, 
the length of the canal. And though it may be faid, 
that there are fhallows below Wilden, yet they are not 
fo inconvenient, and have additional fupplies of 
water ; but furely it muit be admitted to be of creat 
advantage, to adopt that plan which is not attended 
with half the difficulties of the other.. Not to men- 
tion, that by the canal there will be a faving of five 
miles in the diftance from Burton to Wilden. 

With refpect to the low rate of tonnage, which 
is urged as an argument againft extending the canal 
to Wilden, though it is true, that the leffees are not 
impowered to take more than three pence, by way of 
tonnage; yet, under the name of wharfage, they ac- 
tually take eight times that fum. But it will appear, 
from a fair calculation, ready to be produced, that 
by continuing the canal from Burton to Wilden, there 
will be a faving in carriage of more than four /hil- 
lings per ton between thofe places, befides the advan- 
tages to trade from the greater certainty and expedi- 
tion in the conveyance. ) 

It may not be immaterial to obferve, that the pro- 
moters of the bill, have conduéted it upon fuch fair 
and liberal principles, as their opponents have rather 
chofen to mifreprefent, than to imitate; They truft, 
however, that they fhall be able to refute, by evi- 
dence before the houfe, the feveral groundlefs ob- 
jections and injurious infinuations, which have been 
induftrioufly propagated by the parties interefted, and 
by namelefs writers ; fome of whom have, with un- 
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exampled temerity, even ventured to misftate’and ar- 
raion the proceedings of parliament, in a matter then 
depending before the houfe, ‘The promoters of the 
bill being anxious to eftablifh it upon a plan moft 
conducive to the general good, and to avoid doing 
~ any detriment to individuals, did moft chearfully, as 
far as in them lay, adopt various claufes for fecuring 
the property of feveral land-owners. They cannot 
forbear obferving |i kewife, that the commiffioners 
and proprietors of the navigations of the Weaver and 
the Trent at Burton, and their agents, had copies of 
the bill long before it went to a committee, and that 
they conftantly attended its progrefs, though they 
did not think proper to petition till the committee 
was clofed: from whence it is apparent, that. they 
do not want to have any compenfation or redrefs for 
any loffes or injuries to which they may be liable, 
but would endeavour entirely to defeat the bill, in 
order that they may continue their unreafonable ex- 
actions upon the public without any check or con- 
troul. 

‘Upon the whole, it is fubmitted to the judgment 
of the candid and unprejudiced, whether under the 
circumftances above ftated, it will not be highly in- 
'jurious to the public, to fix the termination of 4 
canal of fuch great length and general importance, 
in a part of a river which is a monopoly, and a very 
creat grievance to the country ; as it muft moreover 
be attended with great and frequent delays, difficul- 
ties and loffes ; all which may be avoided, by mak- 
ing the termination in a part of the fame river which 
is free. 
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FACTS and REASONS tending to foew, that the 

propofed Canal, from the Trent to the Merfey, ought 

not to terminate at Northwich aad Burton ; and to 

prove, that this Plan bath been well digefted, and 
bath uot wanted public Notoriety. 


THAT the good of a part muft always give way 
to the good of the whole, when they happen to in- 
terfere, is one of the mott effential principles of civil 
affociation: but it is at all times reafonable, that 
the great interefts of the community fhould be pur- 
fued and fupported, with as little injury as poffible 
to individuals. | 

In the courfe of human affairs, and during 
the gradual improvement of the arts of life, fimall 
things are conftantly yielding to greater, bad to 
good, and good to better, in proportion as hu-’ 
man genius expands, and enriches the world with 
its difcoveries ; and it is the unavoidable effect of 
every new improvement, in fciences or’in arts, to 
diminith the value of lefs perfect fyftems, and works ~ 
of inferior utility. 

But it is a circumftance which gives much plea- 
{ure to the friends and promoters of the bill for a 
canal from the Trent to the Mer/ey, that very few 
individuals will fuffer by the execution of this great 
defign. And when a work of fuch extenfive utility 
is under confideration, it is certainly defirable to 
have it executed in fuch a manner as to render it as 
compleat as the nature of the thing will admit. 

The object of this defign is not local ; it is not 
confined to a few towns or counties. A great and 
general diminution of the price of carriage, between _ 
the inland counties and fea-ports, will contribute 
moft effectually to increafe the cultivation of our 
lands, to reduce the price of our manufagiures, and to 
ies 0 : : give 
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give us a /uperiority over our moft formidable com- 
petitors, at foreign markets, 9 °° 

And when the branches already intended, and 
others that may be ufeful and practicable, are joined 
to this great canal, the trade of a confiderable part 
of the kingdom will receive the advantage of this 
new conveyance. It is therefore to be wifhed, that 
the TRUNK may be terminated, fo as to facilitate 
commerce in the def manner, and the mott eafily to 
admit of further extenfion. For thefe purpofes the 
undertakers of the intended navigation are defirous 
that it may be terminated in a free part of the river 
Trent at one end, and carried to a part of the Merfey 
at the other, which is not liable to the interruption 
of neap tides; by which means a communication 
may alfo be opened with the great manufacturing 
town of Manchefler and its neighbourhood, and 
from whence the canal may be extended over the 
river into Lancafbire, to the general benefit of the in- 
terior paris of that county, as wellas the port of Li- 
verpool, and of all the towns and places through - 
the whole extent of the navigation. ; 

That it would be a very great limitation of its 
utility, and confequently a puble injury, to mutilate 
this GREAT CANAL, by terminating it at Burton and 
Nerthwich, we prefume’ will appear, to every im- 
partial perfon, from the following faéts and con- 
fiderations. ) ; 

By means of the junction of the great trunk with 
the Duke of Bridgewater’s canal near Prefton Brooke ; 
merchandize will be conveyed from that part of the 
navigation near Middlewich, to Manchefter, without. 
the interruption of a fingle lock, or the expence, da- 
mage and delays, occafioned by transfbipping, uni- 
formly and certainly, in ¢wé/ve hours: And from. 
that part of the canal oppofite to Northwich, in 

about ¢en hours. But if this canal fhould terminate 
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in the river Veaver at Northwich, there mutt be 49 
feet of locking between Middlewich and that place; 
which, at feven feet to a lock, will require feven 
locks ; and between Northwich and the Mer/ey there 
are five more; {fo that all the goods going this way 
to Manchefler, and its neighbourhood, mutt be car- 
ried down a fort of navigable fteps /eventy-jive feet, 
to defcend into the Mer/ey; and then to be mounted 
up another feries of fieps, 79 feet high, to come 
into the Duke of Bridgewater’s canal. 

It is alfo necefiary to obferve, that all the goods 
mutt be ¢ransybipped at Northwich, which generally 
occafions a confiderable delay, as well as damage; 
and that the vefiels muft wait for a /ufficient tide to 
carry them into the Merjey; and when they get 
thither, they muft lie at anchor, till another tide 
enables them to turn the point of land, and get up 
to Runcorn Gap. This will be the quickeft paffage 
they can make: But they may meet with contrary 


‘winds, or ftormy weather, that may retard their 


paflage many days. , 

~ Tt is alfo very material to obferve the different 
lengths of thefe two roads from Northwich to Man- 
chefter. By the two rivers, and the Duke’s canal, 
the diftance is 48 miles, by the canals 32 miles; the 
difference 16 miles. 

Another very material circumftance, attending 
catriage, is the price of it. As the time and rifque 
in going from Northwich to Runcorn, by the two 
rivers, will always be as much, and often more, 
than in going to Liverpool, the price will at leaft be 


equal. Ihe comparative expence of taking goods 


off the canal at Northwich, and fending them down 
the Weaver, into the Mer/ey, and up the Duke of 
Bridgewater’s canal to Manchefter ; and of convey- 
ing them from the fame place, upon a /evel, eh 
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fase, 7 
the two cauals to that great manufacturing town, - 
will therefore ftand as follows : 


Tonnage and freight, from Northwich to 

Liverpool, is 55. 3d. per ton; 
Suppofe the fame to Runcorn Og. 3 
Wharfage, tran{-fhipping, €c. eae oO 0 9 
Freight and tonnage on the Duke’s ca- reac 


pal, to Mauchefter, ier 
Oo 10 O 
Aa: 4 


From Northwich to the point of junction © 
with the Duke’s canal at Prefton- 


Brooke, being 8 miles, — DO Bong . 
From thence to Manchefer, —.,. oOo 2 6 
Freight 32 miles, beingnolock, -- 0 1 8 

Saving 45. and 10d. perton,  =§s =—===-——— 


But fuppofe the expence upon this comparifon, 
fhould have turned out juft contrary; the rifque 
and delay of this round about conveyance, would 
moft certainly prevent the Manchefer gaods from 
ever being fent this way ; and indeed, to all who 
know the circumftances, the propofal muft appear 
too ridiculous to merit a ferious Zonfaranen. 

Another way has been propofed to defeat the in- 
tended union with the Duke of ek cori *s canal. 

It has been faid that the Manchefter g goods may be 
conveyed to and from the fame points, by the 
Chefpire canals, without this union. The agents of © 
the Bill for the great canal have conftantly avoided - 
interfering 1 in any thing relative to the Chefire i 
nals 
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nals: But fince attempts are made to prevent the 
Public from having a much better conveyance to 
Manchefter, they are obliged to defire that the fol- 
lowing particulars may be properly attended to. 

By means of the junéction, goods may be con- 
veyed from near Northwich to Manchefter, upon a 
level, as has been obferved before, in about ten 
hours; and his Grace’s canal is aéfually meking, and 
will foon be finifhed. Whether the other canals 
will ever be made is very uncertain, though they 
fhould receive the fanétion of the legiflature ; as it 
is the opinion of able and experienced engineers, 
that they will not coft lefs than the enormous fum 
of 70,000/, and that itis very doubtful whether all 
the tonnage that can reafonably be expected to come 
upon them, will raife fo much money as will be ne- 
ceflary to keep the numerous locks in repair: And 
if the fubfcribers fhould, upon reflection, think this 
may poffibly be near the fruth of the cafe, it is 
hardly probable they will choofe to rifque fo bazar- 
dous an experiment. 

But fuppole thefe canals actually made ; the lock- 
age up from Northwich to Mottram will be no lefs 
than 235 feet, and down from Mottram to the /ével 
of Manchefter, 138 feet; which, at 7 feet to a lock, 
will require above 50 locks; and the delay that this 
circumftance muft occafion, will unavoidably be fo 
very confiderable, as to render the other way much 
more expeditious, and beneficial to the Public. 

It is alfo worthy of obfervation, that if the canal 
fhould terminate at Northwich, the commiunication 
between the interior parts of the kingdom, and the 
port of Liverpool, would not be near fo compleat as 
if it was to terminate at Runcorn; as the convey- 
ance by this laft place, would at the fame time be 
cheaper and more expeditious, *’ 
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. If goods are taken off the canal at Northwich, 
to be fent down the Weaver, they will be liable to 
be retarded, in the firft place, at Pickering’s lock, 
about four miles above Frod/bam Bridge, where there 
is a fhallow by which vefiels are detained, fome- 
times five, fix, or feven days, for want of water. 
The fpring-tides only flow here about az hour and a 
half each tide, and it is only during that . fpace 
(except in land-floods) that a boat can pafs this 
fhallow. There is likewile, above Frod/bam. Bridge, 
a der that runs acrofs the river, which, during low 
neaps, is impaflable for three or four days.. There 
are likéwife feveral other fhallows in this river. 
Thefe delays and inconveniencies render this naviga- 
tion ineffectual for the conveyance of the produce 
even of the county of Chefter; as far the moft con- 
fiderable part of the CuexEse produced in that 
‘county, is now carried dy land, parallel with the 
whole length of this EXCELLENT navigation, to 
Frodfham Bridge and Bank Quay, from which places 
it is conveyed by flats, to Liverpool, there to be re- 
fhipped for London and other markets ;—and saut, 
the other ftaple article of this county, is feat in 
great quaniities, all by land-carriage, from North- 
wich to Manchefter, for the fupply of that town, 
and a very extenfive and populous neighbourhood, 
-notwithftanding the prefent zavigable communication 
between thofe places. Faé7s, that prove to a de- 
monftration, how ineffectual the prefent navigations 
are for the commerce of the country they pafs 
through: and how much the counties of Lanca/hire 
and Chefbire, in particular, are interefted in having 
a better conveyance. And, by the immenfe quan- 
tities of earth, brought down by the artificial river 
navigations (which are perpetually robbing the land- 
owners of confidere‘sle parts of their eftates) the 
depth of water in the rivers is conftantly diminifbing ; 
| fo 
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fo that thefe interruptions will be continually grow- 
ing, worfe. 

And this way will not only be more liable to 
_ delays, but alfo more expenfive than by Ruacorn, 
as will appear from the following comparifon : 


yo New 
The freight and tonnage of /a/t and other _ 
merchandize from Northwich to Li- 
verpool, by the prefent navigation, 
amount to 55. 3d. per ton — OunBe 


The freight and tonnage from Northwich 
to Runcorn-Gap, by the intended canal, 
will amount to no more than two 
fhillings per ton, — o2 0 
And from thencetoLiverpool, o 1 6 | 
———— 0 3 6 


Saving per tonbythecanal, — oO fF Q 


And why fhould the merchandize, upon. this 
great canal, be fubje&t to go by a dear and a bad 
way, when it may as well go by a cheaper and a 
better ? This would be facrificing the public intereft 
to a fmall concern, by which no perfon can fuffer ; 
as the fait from Winsford and Northwich will con- 
tinue to go down the Weaver, to avoid transthip- 
ping :—As this article alone will pay the intereft 
of the debt;—and as a confiderable part of the 
debt, upon that navigation, may be paid off, if the 
truftees think proper, before the great trunk can be 
finifhed. - 

Let it alfo be well obferved; for it is a circum- 
ftance of great importance, that the water at Rua- 
corn is about five feet higher than at Pickering’s 

5 | lock ; 
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jock; and that fuch veffels as will be ued in this 
trade, will not be liable to be interrupted there by 
weap tides. 

Fads, which independant of the great objec of 
going by a canal all the way to Liverpool, are, we 
prefume, fufficient to convince every impartial 
perfon, that it would be much againft the public in- 
tereft to terminate the canal at Northwich. re 

And it is-prefumed the following important fads 
will alfo fhew, that the otherend. of it ought not to — 
terminate at Burton. | am 

The river Trent is navigable by nature, from 
Gainfhorough to Wilden’, and by an act paffed in the 
yoth and rth of Wiliam Ul. the Lord Paget and 
his heirs, were efipowered to make it navigable 
from Wilden to Burton; for which they were to 
receive a duty of 34, per ton, on all the vefiels that 

fhould riavigate upon that part of the river. 2 

’ In purfuance of this act, the river has not yet 
been potinded up one inch higher that it was before : 
And confequently the navigation hath not been é/fen- 
tially improved. Paffages have only been opened. 
through two mill weirs, by means of two locks ; 
which have frequently been made ufe of, not to fa 
éilitate, but to obfrudé the navigation; and as by a 
clauf in this at, all perfons are reftrained from 
building wbarfs or wareboufes on the fides of the — 
river, without the confent of the soble undertakers 
and the commiffioners this circumftance, under 
the managemient of the lefites, hath rendered the 
havigation a compleat monopely. 

The diftance from Burten'to Wilden, by the rivers 
ss about 20 miles, and from Burton to Wilden, by 
the intended canal, only 15 mules. ae 

If the canal fhould terminate at Burton, as the 
mills and forge below the town are in pofleftion of 
the prefent lefiges of that navigation, it would be in 

; : their 
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their power, by drawing off the water, to lay the 
boats aground, between the warebou/es and the mills, 
and thereby to diftrefs the veffels, and to interrupt 
all the commerce that might depend upon that part 
of the river. 

There are upwards of twenty /hallows between 
Burton and Wilden, which are not navigable, ex- 
cept when there are frefhes in the river, but by 
means of flufbes of water, let off from the mills: 
And by withholding this water, the leffees may, and 
have frequently interrupted the navigation below 
Burton Lock; fo that the navigation of this part of 
the Trent depends entirely upon their pleafure. 

In the Weir at Kings-Mills there are a number of 
floodgates, one of which is very large, and was made 
by the former leffee, on purpofe to draw the water 
off fuddenly: And, by means of thefe gates, the 
water may likewife be with-held or let off by the 
Occupier * of thofe mills, fo as totally to inter- 
rupt the navigation. 

In the year 1749, the /effees took an opportunity, 
when all the boats belonging to a certain company, | 
which they wanted to diftrefs, were below this 
Weir, to fink a boat, laden with ftones, in the lock, 
and this anfwered their purpofe, though it was a great 
injury to the Public: For all the goods that went 
down the navigation, during the fpace of 8 years 
and 8 months, were, by the continuance of this 
obftacle, under a neceffity of being taken out of the 
boats above the lock; and were then carried, or 
rather rolled and tumbled into other veflels below ; by 
which means many goods received great injury, and 
much earthen-ware, efpecially, was fent to foreign 


* A leafe of thefe mills has been lately granted to Mr. Samuel 
Garbett of Birmingham ; whereby that genilemen will have the 
xy of this savigation, 
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markets broken and deftroyed, under all the expences 
of whole and perfect merchandife. | 

If the canal terminates at Wilden, the manufaftures, 
malt, and other produce of thole parts of Leicefer-. 
foire, Derbyfbire and Nottingbamfoire, that lie near 
’ to. the termination, may be conveyed by water from 
Wilden to the port of Liverpool, and feveral of the 
northern counties, and entirely efcape the fhallows, 
and other inconveniencies of the Burton navigation : 
But if the canal was to terminate at Burton, all the 
goods going upwards from the above-mentioned 
diftrié?, mutt either be liable to the inconveniencies 
of that navigation, or fubjeGt to the expence of 
land-carriage for 10 or 15 miles; which expence 
would convey them half the way to Liverpool. . 

In anfwer to the objection, .that there are feveral 
foallows in the Burton navigation, it has been replied, _ 
that ¢here are likewife foallows below Wilden, by which 
reply it is infinuated, that if we have twenty difficul- 
ties to overcome, and cannot obviate them all, there 
is no advantage in avoiding one half of them :—-An 
infinuation that, might have fome little weight, if 
boats could not frequently pafs, over the fhallows 
below Wilden, by means of the additional water and 
frefhes of the Derwent and the Sear, when the fhal- 
lows above Wilden are impaflable. mn 

The low tonnage on the Burton navigation, is 
alfo produced as an argument again{t extending the 
canal to Wilden, but though the leflees are not em- 
powered to take more than 3d. under the name of 
tonnage, yet they. find means to take eight times that 
fum, on the goods carried by others, under the name 
of wharfage. « Mglii 

And if it fhould likewife appear, befide the ex- 
pedition and uniform difpatch of a canal navigation, 
that goods may be conveyed to Gain/borough, from 
that part of the canal oppofe to Burton, much 

cheaper 
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chéapér than they are‘ nto carried by the river, then 
it is prefuitied the advantape of extending the cana/ 
tO Wilden will not admit of the leat efitation, 
And furely this is'a plan Of tod much national con- 
Sequence to be abvidged, ot injurioufly limited, for the 
fake of *hofé to whom thé Public is not fo much in- 
debted for their pa/ Services, as to lie under an ob- 
ligation to indulge them in thelt prefent geheroys ai- 
tempt to prevent any body elf ftom /erving i! Leiter. 


KX. } on hs 2259, | ae 
Oh the beft authority, it is afferted, that 
the prefent average price of ¢ar- 
riage by the rivet from Burion to 
Gainjborough is 12 s. per ton, 2? "Oo £2, 6 
From Wilden to Gaiifborough, about re) 
miles, any quantity of goods will be’ 
conveyed at 5 5. per ton, ee ee oe 
Therefore from Burton to Wilden, about 
19 and = miles, the expence is 7}, 
per ton, eee F trgligh MEE. A 
By the canal from Burton to Wilden; 
beirig about 15 miles, thé tonnage and _ 
wharfage for that diftance, at 13d. a 
mile, amount to — o 4 
Freight, at the rate of 6d. per ton for 10 
mi 5) a aha “40. GU. 9 


tis 


Saving to the Public, by extending the 3 
canal toWilden, 4s.and 44d. perton, 0 4 4% 


It is therefore humbly fubmitted to the legiflature, 
all thefe circumftances being confidered, whether it 
would not be a very great injury to the Public to fix 
the end of a canal of fuch length and immen/e im- 
portance, as that from “3 Trent to the Merfey, in 

2 ) 


bas 


‘L).844] 
fo bad a part of a river which is a monopoly, when it 
may, fo much more advantageoufly, terminate in a 
better part of that river which is free ? aX: y 

And as an attempt has been made to defeat this 
noble undertaking by infinuations that it has not been 
fufficiently dige/fed, that it wants the requifite noto- 
riety; and by a notorious fal/hood, boldly afferted 
‘in print, that ‘* a meeting at Wolfley Bridge, held 
<¢ the goth of December laft, was the only one which 
¢ preceded the application to parliament,” it will 
be requifite for the information of thofe gentlemen, 
who may not be acquainted with the fubject, to put 
down a few plain faéts, whereby they may. judge 
what credit ought to be given to publications, that 
contain fuch glaring falfboods. | 

A furvey of the greateft part of this defign was — 
taken, at the expence of the Corporation of Liver- 
pool, in the year 1755; and a plan of this furvey 
was engraved, Ki | 

Another furvey was made in 1758, and paid for 
by a fubfcription in Stafford/bire. _ : a 

In the fame year a pamphlet on this fubje€t was 
publifhed in London, and difperfed in thofe parts of 
the-country that were moft likely to be affected by 
the execution:.of the plan: and many towns were 
made acquainted.with it by perfonal applications. 

In 1760, a-public meeting was advertifed, and 
held at Sandon in Staffordfbire, where Lord Gower, 
Mr. Anfen, and the gentlemen of the neighbouring © 
counties attended, to confider of the meafures to be 
taken for carrying the plan into execution ; and 
fome difficulties arifing, at that time, the gentle- 
men,.defired farther furveys might be made, and 
that they might be extended from Tide-way to Tide- 
way: and near 10004, was immediately fubfcribed 
for that purpofe, 
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The next public meeting, by advertifement, was 
held the fame year at Wolfey-Bridge, when another 
furvey made by Mr. Smeaton and Mr. Brindley, of 
that part of the intended canal between Wilden and 
Harecaftle, was ordered to be engraved, the other 
furveys not being compleated ; and copies of thefe 
pate were delivered to the land-owners, and neigh- 
bouring gentlemen. 

By thefe means, this defign was already very gene- 
rally made known, and expected to be carried into 
execution, as will particularly appear by the follow- 
ing fact 

About this time, the former leafe of the Burton 
navigation being expired, the leJee applied to the 
noble proprietor for a renewal of it, for which he 
demanded a fum not much fhort of 4000/.. The 
leflee offered 30007. on condition, that if the in- 
tended canal fhould be made in sex years, 1000/. of 
the money fhould be returned. But the noble pro- 
prietor rather chofe to have a fmaller fine certainly 
fixed ; than to have any trouble about fuch contin- 
gencies : and as the leflee did not comply with this 
propofal, his Lordfhip did actually grant a leafe of 
the navigation to a new company, for a certain fine 
of 2500/. rather than be liable to the trouble of 
future applications and deductions, on. account of 
any interfering extenfion: {fo that the lefiees may tru- 
ly be faid to have received a compenfation already, 

After more than én years deliberation upon this 
fubjeét, it was determined to make a vigorous at- 
tempt to carry the plan into execution: and fome 
late exactions upon the Burton navigation, added to 
the delays and inconveniencies attending that of the 
Weaver, contributed: not a little towards an a 

r {pirit in the country, for this purpofe. . 
Ned toeeting was therefore called, on the 2oth of 
March, 1765, and a {ubfcription begun towards the 
G 3 expence 
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expence ef the A&; and it was ordered, that per- 
fonal application fhould be made to the gentlemen 
of Chefbire, Liverpool, Birmingham, Lichfield, and 
other places, to inform them of this intention, and 
to.defire their concurrence and affiftance ; which was 
accordingly done. ‘The Commiffioners of the Wea- 
ver navigation were waited upon at their public 
meeting in Northwich, on the 4th of May follow- 
ing, and informed that it was intended to cut paft 
that! navigation; the reafons for which were pro- 
duced to them in writing; and a plan of the canal, 
fo far as it could then be: afcertained: and they 
would much fooner have had the fatisfaction they 
now complain for the want of, if the furveyors had 
not been ftopped, by one of the commiffioners, and 
abfelutely "ipalod the Leet of proceeding with their 
furvey.. | 

The r3th of May a public Meeting, by adver- 
tifement, was held at Newcaffle in Staffordfhire, when 
_ further furveys were ordered to be made, and other 
necefiary bufinefs to be done ; and the commiffion- 
ers of the Weaver navigation fent their treafurer, 
and clerk of the navigation, to attend this meeting. 

The next meeting was advertifed for the 27th of 
June following, at the fame place. At this meeting 
the plan was agreed upon; the heads of the bill 
produced, read over and approved; and near 
20,000/. fubfcribed, or promifed to be advanced : 
and the refult of this Rca was inferted In the 
public papers. 
"Another pamphlet * was then publithed, upon this 
mee of: which’ above’ 1900 copies were oh ‘and 


Be - View of the Advantag es: of Inland Navigations, printed for 
Becket and, De Hondp in Ce, Strand; and Fohnfon and Davenport 
in Pater-nofler-Roau,; to. which pamphlet we beg leave to refer 
for ample proofs of the utility of inland navigations in general, 
and ai bie of the poet nae Pe bl the reg to the Merfe eyo 


diftri- 
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diftributed: and in this pamphlet the intended junc- 
tion with the duke of Bridgewater’s navigation was 
exprefly mentioned. 

The laft general meeting on this occafion, was 
on the goth of December at Wolfey-Bridge, when 
the former fteps were confirmed ; and it was again 
unanimoufly agreed to petition for a canal from the - 
Trent at Wilden, to the river Mer/ey. 

It is not, therefore, for want of notoriety, or be- 
caufe this fcheme has not been /ufficiently digefed, 
that it meets with oppofition ; but becaule it has been 
too well digefted, and offers the public more advan- 
tages than fome interefted individuals could with; 
and who would have been much better fatisfied, if 
the plan had been more defective, 

Usk an impartial and comprebenfive view of the 
CASE, refpecting the intended canal from the Trent 
to the Mer/ey, the friends of that undertaking hope 
it will appear that the great outlines of this de- 
fign were drawn above ten years ago; that the plan 
hath fince received many improvements; that tHe 
preference given to the terminations fixed by the bill, 
as it now ftands, is fupported by the cleareft reafons 
of public utility: that the execution of this plan will 
be a great and permanent benefit to the agriculture 
and commerce of this kingdom; that it will reduce 
the price of carriage above /ix fhillings in eight; and 
thereby enable us to meet our commercial competitors 
at foreign markets upon much better terms than we 
can-at prefent. That it will greatly preferve the 
public roads; and lefien the expence of keeping 
them in repair, That it will mof effentially advance 
the wealth and firength of this nation ; by increafing © 
the quantity of our home produéis, and of our ex- 
ports; and, by finding employment for greater 
numbers of veffe/s and feamen: that it will diffufea 
fpirit of navigation through. the very heart of the 

7 - 4 | king- 
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kingdom; and by bringing many boys and youths, 
from the inland counties, within the influence of 
fea-port towns, greatly enlarge the field for the pro- 
dudtion of failors :—That it will find zmmediate and 
conftant employment for vaft numbers of people :— 
And laftly, that it will have a tendency to prevent 
injurious monopolies of the neceffaries of fe, by open- 
ing fo extenfive and cheap a communication between 
the interior paris of the kingdom, and mauufaciuring 
towns and fea-ports: for the ‘¢ attempts of the moft 
© powerful monopolizer mult certainly be ineffectual, 
-*© inacountry where plenty can be thrown into any 
‘© market, from all parts, by means of navigable 
6* canals,” star ih 


SUPPLEMENT to a Pamphlet, entitled, ‘ Seafon- 

- © able CONSIDERATIONS on a NAVIGABLE 
¢ CANAL intended tobe cut from the River TRENT, 
© at Wilden Ferry, in the County of DERBY, to the 
© River MERSEY, ia the County of CHESTER.’ 


TWO wretched pieces, the one entitled, ‘* Cafe 
<¢ in Behalf of the Bill for making a navigable Cut 
<¢ or Canal from the Trent to the Merfey ;”. and the 
other, *‘ Facts and Reasons tending to fhew, that 
‘¢ the propofed Canal from the Trent to the Merfey 
<< ought not to terminate at Northwich and Burton; 
“and to prove, that this Plan hath been well di- 
<* oefted, and hath not wanted public Notoriety,” 
having been cautioufly circulated, the true friends of 
the {cheme for ‘* opening a Communication between 
<¢ full and Liverpool”? chearfully embrace a fecond 
opportunity of expofing to public view the flimfy 
pretexts,, under which the enemies of juftice are 
driven to fhelter themfelyes, : | 
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A few hours only being allowed for thefe remarks, 
we hope, that we fhall not be denied a degree of 
candour and indulgence, if fifteen heavy and laboured 
pages, and a fheet of three ful/ pages more, are not 
examined with that minute precifion, which is al- 
ways to be defired in matters of importance. 

In the courfe of the ** Seafonable Confiderations,” 
-which thefe pieces were intended to anfwer, various 
arguments were offered in order to prove, ‘* that 
‘© public utility does not require that the propofed 
*¢ canal fhould be extended beyond either Burton or 
“© Northwich.” 7 

It is not difputed, that private views exift, which 
make this extenfion eligible. 

Now we fhall confider the manner, in which the 
propriety of their extenfion is fupported by thefe 
matchlefs projectors. ; 

The firft ground is ‘¢ that goods may go to Man- 
“© chefter with more eafe, by the Trent canal com- 
<¢ municating with the Duke of Bridgewater’s ca- 
<¢ nal at Prejtan- Brook, than by terminating at the 
“s river Weaver at Northwich ; as there will be no 
« lock to go through, and all inconveniencies from 
‘“¢ tranfhipping avoided.’’ But what is this ridicu- 
lous argument to the carriage of goods to Liverpool, 
which was the true objeét of. this bill? Did the 
gentlemen, convened at Wolfley. Bridge, on the goth 
of December; 1765, ever dream either of a commu- 
nication with Manche/ter,-or any junction with his 
Grace? | 

It can be demonftrated, that ‘* whenever vefiels 
$ can work to-the Hemp/tones or Runcorn-Gap,” 
they may go to Frodham-Bridge and Northwich x 
and let itbe obferved, that an effectual communica- 
tion between Hui] and Liverpool, is the fcheme now 
to be difcuffled ; the opening an intercourfe with 
other places may be the fubject of future confidera- 

tion 3 
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tion ; but cannot form the merits of this bill. Tet 
this propofition be kept diftin®@; and it will be 
clearly underftood. \ 

There is a manifeft fallacy ina ‘¢ calculation from 
6 Northwich to Manchefer, by means of the two 
** rivers and the Duke’s canal, compared with his 
** Grace’s communication with the {rent canal at 
** Prefion-Brook,” by which thefe gentlemen are in- 
genious enough to deduce a “ faving-of four fhil- 
‘* lings and ten pence per ton.” But as this is alfo - 
a confideration entirely foreign to the immediate 
fubje& -of a communication between Hull and Li- 
verpool, we cannot, with propriety, enter into an 
examination of it; though it is certain, that there 
would not be a faving to’ the public of /ix pence per 
ton. 
Thefe gentlemen in order to illuftrate their pre- 
tenfions make the following calculation ; 


. . j See 
** The freight and tonnage of /a/t and ~ . 
** other merchandize from WNorth- 
** wich to Liverpool, by the prefent 
** navigation, amounts to O 5 ¢ 


€ 


‘The freight and tonnage from Nortb- 
“¢ wich to Runcorn-Gap, by the in- 
© tended canal, will amount to 
“no more than two fhillings per 


SE TON | ome _ Oo 2 Q 
** And from thence to Li- 
“So verpool o r 6 . 
** Saving per tan by the canal —= 0 1 g 
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Let a fair and juft calculation be contrafted with 

the above: 

By the canal; Tonnage from Witton- 1: 3, d, 
Bridge to Runcorn, being fifteen miles, 


10, at 13d. and 5 at 1d, is = OPP Lg 
Freightage at one penny per mile 
for fifteen miles, is — oi: 3 
Wharfage and transfhipping at Ruz | 
Freight from thence to Liverpool] —w- 0 2 O 
fe) 5 g 
By the river; the tonnage and freightage 
from Northwich to Liverpool: do not 
upon an average exceed Oo 4 0 
of he 
pa t56tileley 


» So that here is a ¢rwe faving by the river of one 
fhilling and eight pence per ton. 

Confining thefe remarks to the opening of a com- 
munication between Hull and Liverpool, we fhall 
purpofely avoid entering into the merits of the new 
canal, which the Cefbire gentlemen wifh- to cut 
from ‘** Witton-Bridge to Knutsford, Macclesfield, 
‘© Stockport and Mancbefter ;”” that fcheme needs no 
other fupport than what its intrinfic and undoubted 
utility loudly claims; we know its fair profpect mutt 
create a jealoufy in the minds of the moft potent pa- 
trons of this bill, We hall upon the fame principle 
difmifs every confideration of a communication with. 
Manchefter by the Duke’s canal (which is to be 
finifhed, God knows when) as foreign to the queftion 
before us; but though the agents and engineers 
think it conyenient to controvert the es 
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and ageravate the expence of all undertakings but 
their own, we venture to fugeeft, in favour of the 
Chefbire canal, that a faving of thirty per cent. in the 
article of tonnage will make ample amends for a tri- 


vial delay in paffing through a few locks, 


Goods “* from Northwich, are not liable to be re- 
** tarded at Pickering’s lock above Frod/ham-Bridge,” 
nor are ‘‘ veflels detained there,” but very rarely 
“‘ for want of water ;”? nor is there ‘* above Frod- 
“* foam-Bridge any bar that runs acrofs the river, 
** which, during low neaps, is impaffable for three 
“* or four days ;’” all this is grofsly mifreprefented. 
“* A confiderable part of the cheefe is’? indeed ‘¢ car- 
“* ried by land, parallel with the whole length of this 
$* excellent navigation, to Frodfham-Bridze and Bank 
“* Quay; from whence it is conveyed to Liverpool, 
*° there to be re-fhipped for London and other mar- 
“* kets,’’ becaufe thofe places are the center for the 
delivery of* cheefe, and there are large warehoufes 
there. Re are cece ae ‘ 

_ Thefe gentlemen obferve, §* that if the canal fhould 
** terminate at Northwich, the communication be- 
“f tween the interior parts of the kingdom and Li- 
** verpool would not be fo complete, as if it was to 


_ terminate at Runcorn-Gap.” This is a bold af. 


fertion ; and an incomprehenfible one into the bar- 
gain. | | 
~ « The river 7; rent” [thefe projeétors alledge] 
$* has not fince the act of the roth and r1th of W7i- 
** fam XN]. been yet pounded up one inch higher, 


_ §© than it was before :” but it does not follow, that 


** the navigation hath not been effentially improved? 
for ‘* by means of.two locks in the>mill weirs’? a 


better mavigation was made than could be had be- 


low Wilden; and making two feet of water thereat 
all times, would have anfwered no purpofe, unlefg:it 
could be had in all parts below Wilden. sieviels 

) As 
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As to “ drawing off the water at Burton Mills.” 
is it natural to imagine, that any body of men 
will wantonly throw away the water, when the want 
of it muft neceffarily diftrefs a large fet of their own 
corn and flour mills, with an iron forge and folling 
mills, depending upon detached and different in- 
terefts ° 

There need not be any apprehenfion entertained of 
the prefent leffees of the navigation “ interrupting 
** commerce, by drawing off the water of the river 
*¢ from King’s Mills, which they are in pofleilion of, 
** below Burton ;” for their leafe is juft out; and 
“* this key of the navigation” has been privately taken 
from them; and it is more than /u/peéfed, that it 
has, by fome means or other, got into the hands of 
the company of proprietors ; but the projectors are 
under a delufion, if they are /erious in thinking, that 
King’s Mills are the key of the navigation; the bu- 
finefs of which may be completely executed without 
them. 

There are ‘* fewer fhallows between Burton and 
“* Wilden than between Wildes and Gaiafborouch; 
_ © and thofe fhallows are for forty miles frequently 
“* affifted by flafhes from the lower mills upon the 
“* Trent and the Derwent ;” and the prefent lefites 
have never withheld flafhes of water from any boat. 

The prefent leflees have not been engaged in this 
navigation more than three years ; and confequently 
are not an{werable “ for the mifconduct of their pre- 
** deceflors in 1749,” or in any other period. They 
have never fraudulently defroyed, altered or mangled 
their cuftomers directions, or been guilty of any pal- 
try or iniquitous practices ; but have acted with uni- 
verfal propriety ; of which they can produce the beft 
teftimonials. 

It is no lefs their duty than their inclination, to 
lay before the public, in due time, the érue oe 
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Of complaints which have formerly obtained agaiiift 
this navigation.— Let public indignation alight whete 
it ought : they are anxious to meet every charge of 
infolence of exaction: armed with confcious inte 
prity, they appeal with confidence to the juft tribu- 
_ nal of a Britifh parliament. | 

The prefent leflees have been the inftrumefit of 
** reftoring the lock,” which their predeceffors had 
deftroyed ; they have enlarged their wharfs and — 
warehoutes ; ertcreafed the number of their boats s 
and are in a condition to ferve the public effectually; 
and it is upon thefe principles, that they are bold to 
confider themfelves as intitled in return to public 
protection. To this, they defire to add, that in 
confequence of a public advertifement from the noble 
proprietor (who had juftly conceived not only him« 
felf but the public egregioufly abufed by his forrer 
tenants) they treated for a leafe for three lives; for 
which they paid his lordfhip a fine of 2s500/.; and 
an additional fum of 4000/. to the former leffees for 
their intereft in certain wharfs, &?c.—and are befides 
liable to confiderable rents ; they have alfo employed | 
a capital of 4000/. more in purchafing and making 
wharfs and boats; hence may be collected the i= 
juries which they mutt fuffer, if this canal is extended 
below Burton. 

They cannot expect a compenfation of any kind, _ 
unlefs the wifdom. and juftice of the legiflature thall — 
dictate it, | | 

The prefent leflees have never taker more than 
ewelve pence per tom ** for wharfape,” keeping ac- 
counts and collecting freight ; which is the fame as 
the wharfingers charge at Gainfborovgh;, and there 
have been fome hundred tons landed without any 
premium, 


By 
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By the river, the prefent average price 
of carriage from Barton to, Gainfbo- | 
rough, is, per tons — —- @10 0 

From Wilden to Gainfborough, where 
the navigation is allowed to be free, 
the average price is o 8 o 

Therefore from Burton to Wilden, about —_—- 
19 miles, the expence is per ton — © 2 O 


er eee ee 
By the canal from Burton to Wilden, 
» being 16 miles, the tonnage may 
amount to ————= 0.2 0 
Freight, upon an average, 
cannot be lefs than 1d, 
per mile Oo 1 
OD oSitite 


“«¢ Saving to the public,” by ftopping 
the canal at Burton, ‘‘ perton’? —— O : 4 


** It is therefore humbly fubmitted to the legifla- 
** ture, Whether it would not be a very great in- : 
‘¢ jury to the public,” as well as an unnecefiary vio-— 
lation. of private property, to fuffer “a canal of fuch 
** Jength and immenfe importance” to run_ nearly 
parallel for thirty miles, with two good navigations; 
and to endanger a_ capital of forty thoufand 
pounds: ‘ when it might fo. much more advanta- 
** geoufly terminate” at Burton and Northwich ; re- 
lieve the undertakers, already unmercifully loaded; 
preferve from depredation a fund from the Weaver 
navigation, which is facred to public ufes; fecure 
thirty miles of land from grievous mutilation; and 
promote every confideration of real public usility. 
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Great pains are ufed in the pieces which are under 
confideration to induce a belief, ‘* that the plan hag 


* not wanted public’ notoriety +” that “* a furvey 


“* was taken in 17553” “another in\1758, and a 
“¢ pamphlet publifhed ;”"—‘« a public meeting in 
“* 1760, at Sandon in Staffordfbire ;"*—~** other meet- 
“ings in March, May, and Fumes 1765 3°—** at 
‘*-the laft of which, the heads of a bill were pro- 
<< duced ;”——-now will the projectors dare to aflert, 
that at any of thefe meetings, or even at the meet- 
ing at Wolfley-Bridge in December lat (really and 
truly the only one which ufbered in this application to 
parliament) any idea was ftarted of the company of 


proprietors participating with the Duke of Bridge- - 


water at Prefton. Brook, or of the canal’s being de- 
Clared to terminate at Runcorn-Gap? | 


Of the project difclofed in. this Bill, the notoriety 


entirely fails; and our arguments remain unanfwered 
and untouched, we with, that our adverfaries would 
pay the fame juftice to our properties. 

Nothing is faid as to ‘* the plan being well digeft- 


** ed,”’ only in the title page of ‘* The Facts and. . 


*¢ reafons ;” no attempt has been made to 
prove, that any actual furvey has been made in order 
to apprife the freeholders interefted ;—-—or calcu- 
lations of ‘goods likely to be carried, fo as equitably 


to regulate the tonnage ;——nay if their accurate . 


engineer is to be believed, their capital of 150,000/. 
36 unequal to the expences and their fcheme muft be 
ruined, for though at one time he names 101,000/.; 
and at another ‘* ove hundred and thirty-three thou- 
“* fand and ELEVEN HUNDRED pounds;” yet the ag- 
gregate of his eftimate given to the committee is 


158,125/, which happens to be 8,125/. more than 


the capital authorized to be raifed by the Bill. 
This unhappy flip cannot be accounted for, only 
by fuppofing, that this wonderful projector has oa 
rive 
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rived to fuch a pitch of /e//-infallibility, that he pre- 
fumed, that no one would venture to caft up a fum 
after him; and that the groffeft impofitions would 
be implicitly fwallowed. 

Thefe induftrious projectors having declared their 
confidence ‘‘ that they fhall be able to refute, by 
“* evidence, the groundlefs objections and injurious 
*¢ infinuations which have been induftrioufly pftopa- 
** gated by namelefs writers,” it may not be unfea- 
fonable to remind them, that nothing has been 
thrown out in the.pamphlet, entitled ‘‘ Seafonable 
** Confiderations, &c.” which is not founded in a 
religious attention’ to truth; and that all the facts 
will be proved, and every -allufion fully explained, 
whenever there fhall be occafion. © 

When our all is at ftake, thefe gentlemen mutt 
not be furprized at bold truths. We conceive more 
favourably of their underftanding than of their 
virtue ; we cannot fufpect them of entertaining the 
chimerical idea of cutting through Hare Ca/tle. 
We rather believe, that they are defirous of cutting 
their canal at both ends; and of leaving the middle 
for the project of a future day. Are thefe projec- 
tors jealous of their honour ? Let them adopt a claufe 
(which reafon and juftice ftrongly enforce) to re- 
{train them from meddling with either end, till they 
have finifhed the great trunk? This, and this alone 
will fhield them from fufpicion. 

We have been bound by every tie of duty to lay 
our cafe publickly before parliament, in whofe 
wifdom and juftice we thus repeat our dutiful conji- 
dence, and whofe proceedings, we do not prefume 
either “* to miftate or arraign.” 
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OBJECTIONS to part of the propofed canal 

from Wilden Ferry to the Merfey; humbly fub- 

mitted by the ¢rue Friends of the Scheme “ for 

*¢ opening a Communication between Hyi/ and 
“6 Liverpool,” who with, 


to confine this Canal between Burton and Nerth- 
wich; which will confiderably haften the Com- 
munication ;—relieve the Undertakers of forty 
thoufand Pounds Expence ;—protect forty thou- 
Jand Pounds Capital, employed in the Burton, 
and Northwich.Navigations, from Ruin; pre- 
ferve thirty Miles of Land from Devaftation ; 
—and completely an/wer all the real Purpofes 
of public Utility. 


GREAT pains have been ufed in printed pieces 
to inculcate a belief, ‘* that the plan of the canal 
“¢ has not wanted public notoriety ; —*” that ** a fur- 
‘¢ vey was taken in 1755; ‘© another in 1758, and 
*¢ a pamphlet publifhed;’—‘** a public meeting in 
“1760, at Sandon in Staffordfbire ;’—** other meet- 
“ings in March, May and June, 17653—at the 
‘¢ Jaftof which, the heads of a Bill were produced ;’’-— 
will the projectors dare to affert, that at any of thefe 
meetings, or evenat the meeting at Wolfley Bridge in 
December \aft (really and truly the only one which 
ufeered in this application to parliament) any idea 
was flarted of the company of proprietors partici- 
pating with the Duke of Bridgewater at Prefton- 
Brook, or of the canal’s being declared to terminate 
-at Runcorn Gap ? 

N. B. Many miles of land, lying out of the 
courfe of the canal, will be cut through without 
due notice, or any regular petition. A precedent 
deferving the moft zealous attention of parliament! 


ad 
_ Of the project difclofed in this Bill, the notoriety 
entirely fails. 

Nothing has been advanced, as to ‘* the plan 
being well dige(ted,”’ only in the title page of a 
paltry piece, entitled, ‘** The Facts and Reafons ;” 
no attempt has been made to prove, that afly adtual: 
furvey has been made in order to apprife the free- 
holders interefted ;—or calculation of goods likely 
to be carried, fo as equitably to regulate the ton- 
nage ;—mnay if their accuraie engineer is to be be- 
lieved, their capital of 150,000/. is unequal to the 
expence; and their {cheme muft be ruined, for though 
at one time he names 101,000/. and at another 
** one hundred and thitty-three thoufand and ELEVEN 
** HUNDRED pounds,” yet the aggregate of his elli- 
mate given to the committee is 158,125; which 
happens to be 8,125/. more than the capital autho- 
rized to be raifed by the Bill, 

** Public ulility does not require, that the pro- 
*¢ pofed canal fhould be extended beyond either 
*¢ Burton or Northwich ; a communication between 
** Aull and Liverpool (and not Manchefter) being 
** the object of this Bill. 

<< Tris therefore humbly fubmitted to the legifla- 
“ture, Whether i: would not be a very great injury 
«© to the Public,” as well as an unneceffary violation 
of private “property, to fuffer ‘a canal” to run 
nearly parallel for thirty miles, with two good navi- 
gations; and toendanger a capital of forty thoufand 
pounds; ** when ic might fo much more advantage- 
“< oufly terminate” at Burton and Nirthwich , relieve 
theundertakers, al:eady unmercifully loaded; preferve 
from depredation a fund from the Weaver naviga- 
tion, which is facred to public ufes; fecure thiray 
miles of land from grievous mutilation ; and pro- 
mote every confideration of real public usilily. 

|= 
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The following candid calculations deferve at- 
tention. 
f 
fi. Sei, 
By the river, the prefent average price 
of carriage from Burton to Ran ie 
rough is per ton ~ Oo 10 


> 


From Wilden to Gainfborough, bee the 
navigation is allowed to be free, the , 
average price is - ~ - Oy, SIR 
Therefore from Burton to Wilden, about 
19 miles, the expence is per ton . 0 2 © 
By. the canal from Burton to Wilden, 
being 16 miles, the tonnage may 
amount to . siirt AQ-2 126° O 
Freight, upon an average, cannot be lefs 
‘than id. per mile - O) aie 
5 a ae x ‘ ies Pash: sg 
«* Saving to the Public,” by ftopping the —- 
canal at Burton, ‘* per ton” - Out, a 


The Burton navigation is ftigmatized as a mono- 
poly ; the prefent leflees have not been engaged more 
than three years; and are not anfwerable for the 
mifconduct of their predeceffors in 1749, or in any 
other period. 

Let public indignation alight where it ought: 
they are anxious to meet every charge of infolence 
or exaction : armed with confcious integrity, they 
appeal with confidence to the juft tribunal of a ene 
parliament. 


By 


[ for 1 


By the canal; tonnage from Witton- 
Bridge to Runcorn, being fifteen miles, 
10 at 14.4. and 5 at 1d. is : o 1: 8 

Freightage at one penny per mile for 
fifteen miles, is - - . Ae oe 

Wharfage and transfhipping at Runcorn 0 0 9g 

Freight from thence to Liverpool — - O71 2,70 


oT ae 
By the river; the tonnage and freightage 
from Northwich to Liverpool do not 
upon an average exceed - Oo 4 0 
oO HP. 6 


So that here is a frue faving by the river of one 
fhilling and eight pence per ton. 

The owners and truftees of the old navigations 
beg leave to fubmit, ‘‘ that the tonnage, collected 
“* by the company of proprietors, ought to be equal, 
** through the whole canal, for every fpecies of 
** goods; with fome particular exceptions.” 

If the proprietors fhould fucceed in fixing different 
tolls on different {pecies of goods, a dreadful extent of 
mifchief muft follow ; becaufe by impofing a very 
low tonnage for all the /taple articles of the old na- 
vigations, they muft neceffarily be ftripped of all 
their trade ; and when thefe are irreparably deftroy- 
ed, and every poflibility of conteft ceafes, a friendly 
meeting of commiffioners may raife and even per- 
petuate the tonnage, at the highelt price which the 
act of parliament authorifes. 

The company of proprietors ought not to be 
formed into a company of navigators beyond a 
certain number. Intuition fhews the neceffity and 
oo). utility 
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utility of this provifion. Proprietors of tolls (by 
confolidating tonnage and freightage in one charge) 
_ might take an inferior tonnage upon goods naviga- 

ted by themfelves ; and full tonnage upon all! others; 

and would confequently monopolize the freightage 
of the whole canal ; for who could carry goods upon 
equal terms with thofe who can make a confider- 
able deduction in the lock dues ? 

It is fufpected, that the projeftors do not enter- 
tain the chimerical idea of cutting through Hare 
Cafile. It is rather believed, that they are defirous 
of cutting their canal at both ends ; and of leaving 
the middle for the projeét of a future day. Are 
thefe projectors jealous of their honour 2 Let them — 
adopt a claufe (which reafon and juftice ftronely . 
enforce) to reftrain them from meddling with either 
end, till they have finifhed their great trunk 2 This, 
and this alone will fhield them from fufpicion. 

The old navigators are bound by every tie of duty 
to lay their appeal publickly before parliament; in 
whofe wifdom and juftice they repeat their dutiful 
confidence. : | rated 


A Cal- 
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4 Calculation proving that the intended Navigation 
by a Canal from the Trent to the Merfey is ix 
Danger of becoming a Monopoly. 
» THE tonnage, fettled, is not to exceed 12d, per 
ton per mile. 


A high*tonnage is ever the parent of a monopoly ; 
which is proved, by experience, in other cafes, 


To demonftrate this ; 
The Tonnage of 144. per mile, isfor f. s. d. 
every ten miles —— o 1 3 
Let it be fuppofed, every perfon carry- 
~ ing goods upon the canal, may do it 
upon an average at 1d. per mile 
freishtage, which for 10 milesis— 0 0 10 
Total tonnage and freightage for ten ————— 
miles 


Should the company of proprietors form 
themfelves into a company of navi- 
gators, ({uppofing freightagethe fame. 
as above) 1d. per ton per mile, for 
ten miles, is 

Out of this high tonnage, it is very eafy 
to forefee, that the proprietors may 
abate-for what goods they carry, one 

vhalfpenny per mile; which for ten 
miles will reduce the tonnageto — O 0 10. 


oO O 10: 


Total tonnage and freight for ten miles, 
by proprietors — — ort 8 


This halfpenny abated from the tonnage, is half 
the real value of the freight; and therefore it will be 
impoffible for any other navigator to carry goods, 
in oppOfition to the company of proprietors, under 
an embargo of 50 per cent. But all competition be- 


ing 


Pa 
ing deftroyed, they may raife the price of carriage 
without limitation. 
Will not this be a monopoly of the firft rate? 


. To remedy this glaring evil, it is propofed, that 
the company of proprietors may, by a fhort claufe, 
be reftrained from acting as an united company of 
navigators. Not to prohibit every individual of 
them from being a navigator, or any number as 
partners, not more than 3, 4, or 53 for the fubdi- 
vided partnerfhips will rival each other, and the pub- 
lic, by that means, be fecured. 


If thofe who act for the company of proprietors of 
the intended canal, have no defign of a monopoly, 
they will not objeét to fuch reftraining claufe.——If 
they do, the conclufion neceffarily follows. 


It ought to be a fundamental rule in all public 
navigation bills, to keep feparate and independent, 
the offices of undertaker and navigator, as the con- 
junction of thofe offices is always found to be the 
principal, if not only, caufe of a monopoly. 

April 14th, 1766. 


«> During this conteft a bill was brought into 
parliament by the Chefbire gentlemen, in. order to 
eftablifh the. Macclesfield canal : it paffed the Houfe 
of Commons, but was difmiffed by the Lords. Ano- 
ther bill, for leave to cut a navigation from Wilden-. 
ferry to the Duke of Bridgewater’s canal at Prefton- 
Brook, and from thence, jointly, to be carried onto ~ 
the Merfey, at or near Runcorn-Gap, pafled both 
Houles of Parliament; as did a third bill, for cutting 
a navigable canal from the river Severm, between 
Bewdley and Titton-Brook, in Worcefter/bire, to crofs 
the river Zrent at or near Heyqwood-Mill in Stafford-. 
feire, and to communicate with a canal intended to 
be made between the faid river Treat and the Mer/ey. 
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